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Draped ia the colors ef Acs country, 7” 
thés months Secret Superstar holds the pride of 
Ats 4 кеген vety close to Aes heart. 


HINTS: 


1. This month’s Secret Superstar arrived in the Federation like a “million” 
bucks when, on his first day on the job, he told a very “giving” Ted 
DiBiase to keep his filthy money because he wanted no part of it. 

2. In one of the greatest upsets in Federation history, this month's Secret 
Superstar shocked the wrestling world when he defeated Double J Jeff 
Jarrett in a highly controversial match aired on Federation television. 

3. When it comes to high-impact aerial maneuvers, this much underrated 
Secret Superstar may very well be one of the best in the Federation. 

4. Recently, this month's Secret superstar has been tag teaming with 
another Federation superstar with whom he has something very much 
in common. 


THE SECRET SUPERSTAR IS: 


ANSWER ON PAGE 64 
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Name: Lenny lannizzotto 

Age: 9 

Hometown: Lake Katrine, New York 
School: Crosby 

Grade: Fourth 

Future Ambition: Hockey player 
Favorite Federation Superstar: Shawn Michaels 

Least Favorite Federation Superstar: Jerry Lawler 
What I like best about the World Wrestling Federation: 
Watching the shows live 

И I Were president of the World Wrestling Federation, 
I would: 

Get ringside seats at every show 

ма ао when Im not watching the World Wrestling 
Federation: Play Seqa, Nintendo and play outside 








Name: Eric Steinmetz 

Age: 14 

Hometown: Oxford Township, New Jersey 
_ Grade: Ninth 

Future Ап bition: To be a teacher 

Favorite Fede cation Superstar: Big Daddy Cool Diesel 
rvorite | Federation Superstar: Hunter Hearst- 







| Ilik best about the World Wrestling Federation: 
When | watch Monday Night Raw and start screaming when 
Someone 15 losing 
If I were president of the World Wrestling Federation, 
I would: Put more than one referee in the ring At once in A 
tag teak match-up | 
What I до when I'm not watching the World Wrestling 
Federation: | до càmping and relax 
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апу day or night 
us with your opinions and views! | 
| We've opened up the ririg ropes to of- 
| fer you many lines of communication. 
post office, our cauliflower ears are 
open to you 24 hours а day, 7 days a 
ek! So, don't be a ham-n-egger!!! 
Spill your ideas, and voice your o 
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| you can connect with the Federation ۱ 
t in order to bodyslam | 


ideas, and voice your opin- | 
[| Chris Hallis 


of-address — | 


renewals and chang 
. requests, call 904-445-4320. | 


| recor 








Dear Editor, 


` In the January 1996 issue of 


World Wrestling Federation 
Magazine, you interviewed 
Skip and Sunny of the Body 


` Donnas. During that inter- 


view Sunny st mentioning 
the Heartbreak Kid Shawn 
Michaels. Do m think she 


has a thing for him—or not? 


Modesto, CA 
Dear Chris, 


` Even though | am the editor 


of this magazine, Sunny's 
personal life is none of 
my business. HOWEV- | 


ER, if you asked me 


that question off the 
d | would have to 
say—YES! 





Dear Editor, 

You people of the New 
Generation have no ad- 
miration for Mr. Bob 
Backlund. If everybody | 
followed Mr. Backlund. 
the world would be а | 


' Utopia! All you plebeians 


must pay the appropriate | 
attention to Mr. Backlund! 


| Jessie Chan 
| Wisconsin 


JOHNSON 


Dear Jessie, | 
A Utopia? Jessie, | think - 
you've been hitting that rum | 
candy again! 





Dear Editor, | 
Recently | read the Rookies | 
to Legends story on Barry 
Horowitz in the December is- 
ше of World Wrestling Fed 
eration Magazine. All my 
life | have always given up 
when things seemed to be 
getting hc If the odds 


were stacked heavily against | 


ARMED 
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Dylan Everetts - Newburg, РА 5522: 











me, | just quit! Well, since 
reading the article on 
Horowitz, my attitude has 
changed! | will never let any- 
one or anything stand in my 
“ again! Thank rs Bar- 
ry, tor showing me the way! 


Barry Batston 
Tampa, FL 





Dear Editor, 
My dad and | are big fans 
of the Undertaker and Paul 
Bearer. We have noticed 
that since the Undertaker got 
his face smashed, his bald 
spot has gone away and he 
has more hair. It is our opin- 
ion that this is NOT ће origi- 
nal Undertaker. Perhaps it is 
à ounger brother. My dad 
| would like to have con- 
Bondi on this matter. 


Nicole Rothstein 
Joel Rothstein 
Chicago, IL 


Dear Nicole and Joel, 

What? |$ everybody hitting 
that rum candy?! Let me as- 
sure you that there has been, 

is and always will be only 

one Undertaker. AND | don't 
think he’s going to be too 
thrilled about that bald com- 


ment you made either! 


047712 


Dear Editor, 





Dear Mike, 
In my opinion—Jim Cornette 


retty much has the biggest 


You had the mT to MOUTH around! 


interview the British Bulldog 
and his big-mouth 
manager for In the 
Line of Fire, which 
appeared in the De- 
cember issue of 
World Wrestling 
Federation Maga- 
zine. lt seems as if 
Jim Cornette does 
all the Bulldog’s 
talking. Does Cor- 
nette have the 
biggest mouth 
around, or does 
Bulldog just have 
nothing at all to 
“bark” about? 


Mike Edwards 


Sacramento, 


кр 
| 5 a" mu i 
CA ы 





Broderick Poole - 5% Paul, MN 


CALL THE WORLD WRESTLING FEDERATION SUPERSTAR HOTLINE AT 


І-9229790- wow 


$1.49 per minute. 


Must be 18 years of age or have parent’s permission. 


FEDERATION TRIVIA: OPTION 1 
° DAILY SUPERSTAR INTERVIEW: OPTION 2 
e FEDERATION ADVENTURE GAME: OPTION 3 
THE GREAT VIC VENOM: OPTION 4 


INTERACTIVE WRESTLING GAME: OPTION 5 
e ROSS REPORT: OPTION 6 
CANADIAN REPORT: OPTION 7 
IN YOUR HOUSE POST-MATCH COMMENTS: OPTION 8 
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DOUBLE J JEFF 
(5 


. ALBUM REVIEW 


| How іп ћеск'5 
: name did this 
: here maga- 


i zine exist without me? 
: | mean, to 
: grunge rocker replace 
: те“ My, my, my, 
; Vincee baby, what in 
: the good Lord's name 
: were you 
: about? As if ANY- 
: ONE could replace ol’ 
: Double J! 
: you've been drinkin’ 
: too many of those cup- 
: o-chinos—lF you know 
: what | mean! Anyway, 
: let's forget the small 
: talk and get to some- 
| thing that really та 
| ters—ME! What better 
: way to celebrate my 
| return to the World 
: Wrestling Federation 
: Magazine than to 
: have me review my 
: latest gem, Greater 


have a 


thinkin’ 


| think 
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Than Great, ће CD 
that’s sweepin’ the 
country! 

Now, while | was 
taking some time off to 
reflect back on my il- 
lustrious Federation ca- 
reer, | came up with 
the unique concept o 


Greater Than Great. , 


Basically, the album is 
а sae of ol’ songs 
that the original artists 
screwed up in one 
way or another. On 
top of that, not only 
did | succeed in turn- 
ing these failures 
into hits, BUT | also 
dedicated them to var- 
ious World Wrestling 
Federation super- 
stars—and | use the 
term loosely—along 
the way! For example! 


Now, this here is one 
of the few original 
tunes on the CD. It's 
based on Ahmed 
Johnson, who got 
"rapped" in the head 
a few times too many 
by yours truly—it you 
know what | mean! 


RUNNING ON EMPTY 
Of course, this should 
be Diesel's new theme 
song. | mean, what 
does this guy have 
left? He claims to be 
BACK? He was never 
HERE to begin with! 


GREATER THAN GREAT 


ЖАУ 
n 
Е 


„ uj E 
2.5 te / 
ү 1 ы x 
| ES A. on 
SO یف ٭‎ 
ںا‎ Ри \ 1 Б 
بے‎ |. d Г 4 
| x | б R f Д 


Do you really believe 
for one minute that the 
Undertaker broke the 
orbital socket in his 
face and that’s why he 
wore that dang ugly 
mask? Well, weke Up, 
world! The true reason 
behind that mask was 
that the craters in the 
Undertaker’s face got 
so bad he had to have 
them surgically filled! 


Anybody out there 
with even half a brain 
knows that this is what 
Sunny wants to do to 
ol’ Double J! 


DREAM ON 
The Excellence of Exe- 
cution? The best there 
is, was and ever wil 
be? Get a clue, Bret 
Hart, and join us here 
in the real world! 


Where else does 
Shawn Michaels find 
himself on Saturday 





nights but right there 
down on the end of ol’ 
Lonely Street? 


This song refers to 
none other than yours 
truly! The New Gener- 
ation? | don’t think so! 
The World Wrestling 
Federation is more like 
MY Generation! And 
that’s the Double J 
Generation! 


GREATER THAN GREAT 
The original title cut on 
my new CD just about 
says it all! No matter 
which way you slice 
it—you can even use 
one of those Ginsuz, 
for all that matters— 
when it comes right 
down to it, ol' Double 
J Jeff Jarrett, that's J E 
DOUBLE-F J A DOU- 
BLE-R E DOUBLE-T, is 
simply the best! 


Ain't | GREAT? No, 
l'm Greater Than 
GREAT МЕ 


^ 
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- Fleer/SkyBox International Presents 
The Official Trading Card Set of the 
Most Controversial Comics Event of All Time. 


Arriving February, 28, 1996 











HEROES OF YESTERDAY, 
TODAY AND TOMORROW | 


٢٢ Dollar Man 
Ted DiBiase had 
an impact on the 
World Wrestling 
Federation unlike any other 
man in the sport of kings: 
buying up titles, corrupting 
officials and punishing ad- 
versaries with a variation of 
the sleeper called the Mil- 
lion Dollar Dream. Now 
DiBiase has passed on his 
legacy to the Ring Master, 
a gladiator that he insists 
represents every ideal the 
Million Dollar Man holds 
close to his heart. 

This gladiator didn't 
come across his nickname 
by chance. Without Di- 
Biase's backing, he'd still 
be one of the most versa- 
tile athletes to ever step 
through the ropes. His 
repertoire includes light- 





ning quickness, 
remarkable pow- 
er and the abi- 
lity to shift 
strategies as 
the situation 
dictates, 


keeping one ۶۹٤٣ 


step ahead of 
his opponents. 
Then there's his 
attitude. Anyone 
who ever meets 
the Ring Master 
rapidly realizes 
that this is a very bitter 
man. Before entering the 
Federation, he competed 
in other venues and never 
was satisfied with the qual- 
ity of his foes. As a result, 
he contends, his skills 
were ignored—until Di- 
Biase came into his life. 
The Million Dollar Man 
not only gave the Ring 
Master the opportunity of 
a lifetime by bringing him to 
the Federation, but Di- 


Biase 
also taught his protegé the 
deadly Million Dollar 


Dream and awarded him 
with the Million Dollar Belt, 
a glittery ornament that the 
Ring Master insists is as 
important as the Federa- 
tion Championship. 

Finally, the Ring Master 
has the attention he's long 
coveted, but new visibility 
can also mean new prob- 
lems. Not only does he 
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now have 


to contend with his ring ri- 
vals in the Federation but 
also his cohorts in Di- 
Biase's Corpo- 
ration—who | 

may resent his 

position as the | 
manager s pet. 


Superstar: 
THE RING 
MASTER 
Height: 6’ 2" 
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XJ _ Rather than 
| alter 
Matthau 
and Jock Lemmon starring 
in this movie, it really 
should have been Gorilla 
Monsoon and Howard 
Finkel! | mean, have you 
ever in your life seen two 
GRUMPIER E МЕМ?! 
Let’s stor the old. 
Like Ma hau, Go rilla's 
face looks as if it’s been 


کی 
г y ۲‏ 
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through a food dehydra- 
tor—a few times!!! The 
guy has so many wrinkles 
in his face that he could 
hold a three-day rain! 
And, what's with that 
huge canyon he's got be- 
tween his teeth? Not even 
Evel Knievel could jump 
across that baby! Mdybe 
someone should tell him 
that the Letterman look 
has been out for years?! 
And, what about his love 
life you ask? Well, in 
Grumpier Old Men, 
Matthau bags that bag 
Sophia Loren. Now, | 
don't want to say any- 
thing to upset ol' Sophia. 
| mean, in her day she 
was a sex symbol. BUT, 
also in her day, George 
Washington was crossing 
the Delaware! What ever 
happened to aging 
gracefully? Sophia's had 
so many face lifts that 
some people say that cleft 
in her chin used to be her 
belly button! The hideous 
truth is that the looks that 
Mother Nature gave her, 
Father Time has taken 
away! Which brings me 
to Mrs. Monsoon. It is no 
mystery that we rarely 
see this woman in 
public. | mean, if | 


- 


۳ 
WD ۳ 


STARRING 


were married to Gorilla, | 
wouldn't come out of hi- 
bernation either! The only 
reason she did was be- 
cause she got that part in 
that movie—you know, 
she was the understudy in 

CONGO!!! 

Then there’s the other 
Grumpy Old Man, 
Howard Finkel. Since the 
New Generation ran the 
Fink out of town, he’s nev- 
er been the same. | 
mean, the only time that 
the poor guy gets to an- 
nounce these days is 
when he's playing Karate 
Fighters in his bedroom! 
As a matter of fact, | 
found out only last week 
why they still keep the 
Fink around. What? Do 
you think that McMahon's 
going to shovel all that 
snow himself?! 

All right, enough about 
that. Let’s get to the 
movie! The problem with 
this movie is matrimony in 
general. These two old 
farts couldn't wait to get 
hitched again! | think old 
people forget how miser- 
able married life really is! 
Right away, they're 
reaching for their walkers 
and preparing to 
walk—very 





slowly, of course—down 
the "Isle of Doom." 
What? Are they nuts?! 
The only good thing 
about marriage is that 
you have somebody there 
to cook and clean for 
you. Aside from that—IT 
STINKS! Can you imag- 
ine having to care about 
somebody else's feel- 
ings—FOR THE REST OF 
YOUR LIFE?! Just how 
miserable is that? 

If you want proof of just 
how rotten married life is, 
then look at Stu and He- 
len. The only reason they 
stopped arguing is be- 
cause—they can't hear 
each other anymore! 


GOD, | KILL MYSELF! МЕ 
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Oprah Winfrey—Good 
God, I never did believe 
in that liposuction. It’s 
the lazy man’s out. 
Montel Williams—Very | 
poor grooming skills. 
What man in his right 
mind would shave his 
own head? 

Jenny Jones—Good God, 
NO! She'd be all over me 
like one of those cheap 
suits that she wears! 
Ricki Lake—No. She's 
still a heifer. Those tents 
she wears loosely don't 
fool me! 

Jay Leno—I don’t think 
there would be enough 
pPoom in the television 
studio for me—and his 
chin. Good God! 


DIRECTOR Ийад 
CAMERA 


DATE 5 DAY NITE INT EX 
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RAW! RAW! RAW! RAW! RAW! 


THIS MAGAZINE CONTAINS 
NOTHING BUT HIGH-RISK, NAIL-BITING, OFF-THE- 
TOP-ROPE, UNCENSORED MAYHEM! IT IS ONLY 
RECOMMENDED FOR THE SERIOUS WORLD 
WRESTLING FEDERATION FAN! MAY PROVE TO BE 
FAR TOO MUCH FOR THE LIGHTER-WEIGHT FAN, 
PREGNANT WOMEN AND THOSE WHO SUFFER 
FROM HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE! 


“ФҢА ер мали iS FREE! 


Due to the overwhelming response of the first-ever Free-For-All, which kicked off the 
1996 Royal Rumble, the Prevue Channel recently announced that it will continue the 
exciting new tradition of a FREE half-hour pre-game show before each—and every— 
pay-per-view event! That's right! In this day and age, there is SOMETHING that is stil 
free! The Free-For-All is designed to rev you up and start your engines for the pay- 
per-view extravaganza that immediately follows. The Free-For-All will give you last- 
minute updated details of the pay-per-view event and live interviews, a sneak peak 
at future pay-per-views and—yes—even live matches! 

Remember, st don't have to order the pay-per-view to get the Free-For-All! It is 

х FREE, | tell ya! FREE! And only 

available on the Prevue Channel! 

Call your local cable company 
for further details! 














Goldust, stealing a page from Sally Field after he captured the Federa- 
tion Intercontinental Title from Razor Ramon at the Royal Rumble. 
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JUNE 23 


Call your local cable 
company. Your cable oper- 
ator will have specific infor- 
mation on how to order and 


the cost of each event. You 
can also check your last 
month’s cable bill for a spe- 
cial ordering phone number 
for your systems pay-per- 





For satellite dish re- 
ception, via the larger 
C-Band dishes, call: 


JULY 21 


нта | 


SEPTEMBER 22 






| |Т) All events аге on Sunday at 7pm ЕТ. 2) Replays 
A) Encores for all five other events are the Tuesday fo 





Square Garden, bu 
Ahmed Johnson! T 
Rock Cafe! Oh, by the way, among 
of the board of Вемоп! Hey, do you think M 


OCTOBER .. 
о ہنا‎ | 
L| amm | 
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for all in Your House events at 9pm ET. 3) 
llowing the event. The times of the encores are 8pm and 11pm ЕТ. 


PRIME TIME 24 


1-800-989-7526 
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Replays for all five other events are at 10pm ET 





TIR FANS BIDS 10 CHOW DOWN WITH GUNNS 
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forgetting January 26 anytime soon! Mark not 0 
t he also had the once-in-a- 


d Entertainment 
er Joey Juri 










© guest manager for one of the Federation supers er with : 
“ Well, Mark Prat, an 11-year-old also from New York and a member с ly, wil 
t of Federation superstars at Madison 


lifetime opportunity to manage none other than 
hat was, of course, AFTER he had dinner with the Smoking Gunns at the Hard 
Jurist's group was also Jerry Levine—you know, the chairman 
r. Levine had some makeup tips for Goldust?! 
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In the February issue of World Wrestling 
Federation Magazine, | stated that World 
BET ТО THE BADIA | DLE WR, Wrestling Federation legend King Kong 
| Bundy had decided to hang up the 
wrestling boots to pursue his acting career. 
Well, after hearing from the Walking 
Condominium shortly after the magazine 
came out—l take that back. 

In а rather "loud" voice, Bundy called me 
and said, “Retired? The Great Bundy will 
NEVER retire from the squared circle. Even 
though my acting career is reaching new 
heights every day, | can STILL avalanche 
any one of those geeks that you've got 
over there in that New Generation! And 
that includes you, you pencil-pushing, fact 
twisting imbecile!” 


SORRY, MR. BUNDY 
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HE AIN'T JUST NO LITTLE DOGIE! 







Believe it—or not—Duke “The Dumpster” 
Droese takes great pride in being called “The 





Garbage Man of a Thousand Voices”! Sir Duke 
can imitate a host of wrestling voices from past | 
(o present. His best? In this editor's opinion, 
none other than Vince MeMahon Jr. 






traight from the heart of the Lone Star State of Texas, Justin "Hawk" Bradshaw 
Is looking to immediately make a mark on the World Wrestling Federation, cour- 
tesy of his blazin’ brass brandin’ iron! | 
Under the tutelage of the crafty Zebekiah, Bradshaw brings to the World Wrestling Fed- — | 
eration an attitude the size of the state from which he comes. With cowbell in tow and a 
jaw full of chaw, Bradshaw hopes to show the superstars in the World Wrestling Federation 
what the term “cowboy” really means! “I’ve seen them all come and go,” said Bradshaw as 
he spit a wad of "tobacca" to the ground. “They were all claimin’ to be cowboys. You 
know, the real deal. There is them there Smokin’ Gunns, years ago you had that Hansen 
fella, then it was those skinny, snifflin', raily Black Jacks. АП of them wanted to be real 
cowboys, but they weren't nothin’ like Justin ‘Hawk’ Bradshaw! You see, I don’t waste my 
time ropin' no steers; I get my kicks out of ropin’ 300-pound rasslers!” 
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ukes and pukettes, 

| rear your ugly little 

| heads ‘cause Uncle 

| Vic is back just dyin’ to let 
the venom flow! 

California, here | come! 
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| Heidi, line up the babes, 


and let's get ready to party. 
WrestleMania XII is right 


| around the corner, and Vic 


is about to be let loose on 


| Tinseltown! That's right, I'm 


gonna be running rampant 

ш all through the 
streets! None of 
those glitzy Hol- 
| lywood actress- 
es are gonna 
be safe! And, 
Cindy baby, I'm 
| starting off with 
you! But unlike 
| your movie pre- 
miere—which 
we all forgot— 
you're never 
gonna forget 
the GREAT Vic 
Venom! 





I'm gonna show you 
what a “real” man is! You 
see, darling, that Dolly 
Lama—or whatever his 
name is—bows to me! Just 
like you will, sweet cheeks! 
Anyway, back to busi- 
ness—for now! 

First of all, let’s praise the 
guy who killed the Fan Fes- 


tival this year. | think his - 


name is Bob Collins, V.P. of 
something or other. He's 
some nut who runs around 
Titan Tower in a smoking 
jacket every Friday. What's 
wrong with that, you ask? 


The guy doesn't even | 


smoke, for CRYIN' OUT 
LOUD!!! He might as well 


just be wearing his stinkin’ 


BATHROBE! Now, while all | 


of you morons are writing 











complaint letters to ol’ Bob 
at—TITAN TOWER, 1241 
EAST MAIN STREET, P.O. 
BOX 3857, STAMFORD, 
СТ 06902—1'll be person- 
ally praising the genius! | 
Heck, | may even buy him > 
a pair of pajamas. Or 
maybe even that PIPE! 
Why? It's simple. | won't 
have to deal with you 


| losers! You know who you 


are! You were at Wrestle- 
Mania X апа WMXI in 
DROVES! You even brought 
your stinkin’ kids. | never 
saw so many ugly people 
in one place before! | 
thought it was a John Mer- 
rick convention (get a clue, 
people—Merrick was the 
Elephant Man)! Why do | 
always have to explain 
everything to you people in 
parentheses? What are 
you, an audience full of Ali- 
cia Silverstones? Her IQ 


| doesn't even add up to а 


low-scoring hockey game! 
Thank God she's hot! | 
mean, let's face it, her ca- 
reer wasn't exactly built on 
her brain OR her talent! We 
all know why we went to 
see Clueless—TWICE! 

See, | got sidetracked 
again. That's because that's 
the way the mind of a ge 
nius works! Oh yes, the Fan 
Festival. That's right, all 
those ugly, toothless lowlifes 


| waiting in line for a Bob 


Holly autograph and beg- 
gin’ for FREE stuff! It was 
appalling! And what in the 
name of Venom are you go- 
ing to do with a Bob Holly 
autograph? Sell it? To 


| whom? A lobotomy patient 


[see, here | go again with 
the parentheses. A loboto- 
my patient is someone who 


| has had his brain re- 


moved—you all should be 
familiar with that)! 











Enough about you worth- 
less stiffs already, let's talk 
| about Mania! (Even though 
at press time February's In 
Your House has not yet hap- 
pened, my gut tells me that 
the Concussion Kid will 
SOMEHOW find a way to 
defeat Owen Hart, while 
the Drip Man will 5ОМЕ. 
HOW find a way to es- 
саре the cage with his 
life—AND his belt! If Vic 
is on the money—as he usu- 
ally is—then this is what | 
see at WrestleMania ХИ) 





World Wrestling Feder- 
ation Title Match. 

You may think he's cute 
| You make think he's sexy. 
Personally, | know he's с 
punk, BUT Shawn Michael: 
is your next World | 
Wrestling Federation Cham- | 





pion. It's his 
time—plain 
and simple. 
He's climbed 
the ladder, 
and now he's 
knock, knock, 
knockin' on 
the Hit Man's 
door. There is 
only one key 
element that 
separates 
these two in 
this evenly | 
scaled con- 
lest—and mma 
that’s seven years. At the 
ripe old age of 30, Shawn 
will be able to outlast the 
Hit Man, thus capturing his 
first World Wrestling Feder- 
ation Title. HAVE no doubt 
about it, it will be a great 
match, but in the end it will 
ое that ever-so-annoying 
music that we'll all be suffer. 
ing through! By the way, 
contrary to existing reports, 
it was nine CUB SCOUTS 
who put Michaels in 
a Syracuse hospital—not 
nine thugs! 


BIG DADDY COOL 
DIESEL vs. 
THE UNDERTAKER 


d | МЕЛ 
Р (^ 1 


n i | j 


Imi 


Es 


The Taker and the Diesel. | 


My oh my, even the Great 
Vic 
he'd see this one! This is 
gonna be the biggest war 
since Burt and Lonil Never 
before have two behemoths 
been so evenly matched. 
Height, weight, homeli- 
ness—you could toss a coin 
on this one OR bet all your 
money [what do you peo- 
ple make—about $100 per 
week?) on what ol’ Vic is 
about to tell you! Even 
though he has the personal. 
ity of a pencil, Big Daddy 
Cool is your winner here. 
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| AND the Und 


Venom never thought | 


Eu b. 


the whys@!! 
One simple 
reason—he 
can't afford 
to lose! Com- 


Survivor Se- 
gd ries defeat by 
Bret Hart, 
Diesel needs 
to win this 
war in order 
to still be con- 
sidered a top 
contender. А 





ertaker in only 
a five-month span may cost 
him what it took him three 
years to build: his reputa- 
tion. For the first time you 
can say—EVERYTHING is 
on the line for BDC! The 
Taker, on the other hand, 
has a little more breathing 
room—-that's IF he does 
breathe. Even Bret Hart wil 
tell you that the Grim 
Reaper had him all but de- 
feated before Diesel inter. 
fered at the Royal Rumble. 
The Undertaker has proved 
himself time and time 


again. One loss won't bury | 


him. Let me rephrase that. 
One loss won't kill him. Let 
me rephrase that again! 
One defeat won't be the 
death of him. FORGET ITI 
You catch my drift! The Un- 


dertaker CAN LIVE with a | 


loss; Big Daddy Cool can't 

So there you have it! 
Oh, and one more thing. 
Talking about black and 
white, the Huckster and the 
Nacho Man are soooooo 
old that not even Billionaire 
Ted is gonna be able to col. 
orize them! If by some mod. 


ern miracle these two old. | | 


timers are even able to 
make it to the ring, look for 
the Nacho Man to capture 


Again with 


ing off that. 


loss to Hart | 
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the pinfall. Even though his 
tank is running close to E, 
the Huckster’s ran out а 
long time ago! Not even 
the big boot to the face and 
the mighty legdrop are 
gonna be able to save him 
this time! Sorry, yellow and 
red, this columnist just ain't 
buyin’ it any more! | 
And, one more thing— 
whatever you do—DO 
NOT call Scheme Gene to | 


get his prediction on this 
match. Even though he'll | 
swear he'll give it to you— 





MATCH 15 OVER! And by 







HE WON'T UNTIL THE 


then you would have seen it 
on pay-per-view already! 
Sorry, Genel 

By the way, where does 
Billionaire Ted get those 
cheap suits? Who's his tai- 
lor—SAL VATIONARMY? 
So long, SUCKERS! WY 



















то hnston meets someone who's never been to 
а ‘World Wrestling Federation event, he thinks of the 
"Undertaker dramatic walk to the ring before every 
match. "Its something you have to witness live," John- 
| tort recommends. "Watching it on TV just doesnt do 

‘it justice. If you haven't seen the lights go down or you 
haven't heard the thunderous organ resonate as the Un- 
dertaker slowly makes his way down the aisle, you are 
really missing something." 

What Johnston neglects to mention is his own role 
in the experience. For over a decade, he's been com- 
posing entrance music for the superstars of the World 
Wrestling Federation, along with special songs like 
With My Baby Tonight for Double J Jeff Jarrett, ГЇ Be 
Your Hero, about the emotional highs and lows of the | 
squared circle, and Tell Me a Lie, а tribute to the Heart- «СС Кс | : / >... 
break Kid Shawn Michaels. m | 3 |. ym 

Not bad for a guy from the small town of Poc ahon- 4 
tas, Arkansas, whose closest boyhood encounter with £ | 

the titans of the mat wars was from the other side of oF 3 
the television screen. | 

Back then, music seemed to be everyw here in Jim / 
Johnston's life. Country tunes were always play! ing | | 
on the radio, and Jim's grandmother had been ne 
church organist for generations. As family folklore f 
went, she'd once been given the opportunity to | [ | 
move to New York and study with the Metropoli- £ | A 
tan Opera. Instead, she chose to remain in little А E 
Pocahontas with her husband, owner of the с: | z4 EE : 
local pharmacy, Johnston Drugs. аа S | i. S. ; 

Still, she encouraged her erandson to aim Ea 
high. "From my grandmother, I learned | 
about believing that you could accomplish 
something, even when other people told 
you it was a long shot," recalls Johnston, 42. 
"Even though this is a tough field, with a lot 
of competition, I always knew that [ could 
make a career for myself in music." 

It's the same type of drive that propels 
many of the Federation's standouts to the top of 
their game. And, like the masters ot f the mat, 
Johnston began pursuing his passion at a young 
age, beginning piano lessons at 5. For a brief 
period, he tired of the practicing and quit. 
Then. in 1964, the Beatles invaded America. 
To a young boy listening to the radio in | 
Arkansas, the songs were like a divine signal, 
calling the youngster to his destiny. 

"Suddenly, I wanted a guitar as soon as pos- 
sible." Johnston says. "For Christmas that 
year, Santa brought me a Kent electric gui- 
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tar. It was one of the cheapest guitars on the. market then, and if 
anyone could find one, it would probably be worth less now— 
but I literally practiced ‘til my fingers bled.” 

He also resumed his piano playing, placing his record play-‏ و 
er-on top of the instrument, then slowing-down the discs and‏ 3 
scrutinizing every part of a song—from rhythm guitar to lead‏ | 





| guitar to bass to piano to drums. "It was a great little school I 
|| | created for myself," he says. "I learned composition, arranging, 


| how different instruments go together.” 

In time, Jim was playing everything except the violin and 
similar string instruments. In high school—after the family had 
relocated to Greenwich, Connecticut—he was lead guitarist in 
a number of bands and tenor in the school choir. At Hampshire 
College in Amherst, Massachusetts, he spent every night in the 
campus recording studio, studying the art of making a record. 

A career in music never comes easy. After college, Jim paid 
the bills by working as a carpenter. Then, one day, in the mid- 
dle of pounding nails, he had a revelation. "This is not what I 
should be doing," he told himself. "Tomorrow, when I wake up, 
I'm going to be a composer." His days were spent banging on 
doors and ringing the phones of production companies and 
recording studios, offering to record entire scores for free, 
just to gain a reputation. "I never cared about the mon- 
ev," he says. "If you're in the arts to try to make mon- 
ey, youre doomed. You have to be in it for some 
unknown spiritual connection. In my case, I just 
had to write music." 
One night—after he'd written for MTV, 
HBO, Cinemax and numerous other 
high-profile clients— he settled in 
for a sushi dinner at Kagetsu, a 
Japanese restaurant in Green- 
wich. As the meal pro- 
gressed, he began dis- 
cussing art and music 
with another cus- 

tomer, Brian 
Penry, who 
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was art director at the World Wrestling Federation 

at the time. Brian was working on a video of Federation high- 
lights and needed a composer who could evoke the right emo- 
tions in the viewers. Johnston entered the wrestling fraternity. 

Like many of his peers, Jim had watched the Federation on 
television, following the sagas of competitors like Pedro 
Morales, Gorilla Monsoon and Killer Kowalski. However, this 
was a new era, the "rock 'n' wrestling connection." Federation 
head Vince McMahon had realized his vision of blending 
sports and entertainment together. At matches, Johnston would 
try to get as close to ringside as possible. Never in his life had 
he seen anything quite so exciting. "I challenge any tough guy 
from the world of boxing or the NFL to get in there and do 
what the phenomenal athletes in the Federation do—without 
pads or gloves," Jim says. 

From his vantage point, Jim has had plenty to inspire him. 
He came up with Diesel's entrance music by simply observing 
Big Daddy Cool and feeding off his energy. "The sound isnt 
gaudy or flamboyant," Johnston points out. "Neither is Diesel. 
It's tough and direct, coming on strong with no apologies. Like, 
Here I am, all 7 feet of те." Razor Ramon, Jim continues, "is 
the quintessential cool guy. He comes out dripping machismo. 
And his music punctuates that—with a Latin overtone. 
He's such an infectious, likable guy that it's easy to 
compose for him." 

When Johnston reflects back on his tenure in the 
sport of kings, many highlights come to mind: the 
Bam Bam Bigelow-Lawrence Taylor battle at Wrestle- 

Mania XI, the Ultimate Warrior's WrestleMania VI ti- 
tle triumph, the brutal Shawn Michaels-Razor Ramon 
ladder matches. But his most consistent joy has been 
working alongside the man whose vision has trans- 
formed the Federation into an international ob- 
session. "Vince McMahon has been an enor- 
mous inspiration to me," Johnston says. 
"He has this energy and this wonderful 
gift of motivating people to accom- 
` . plish more than they ever knew 
they could. That includes the 
wrestlers, and that also 
includes me." WF 
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BY KEITH ELLIOT GREENBERG 


hawn Michaels and Bret "Hit Man" Hart 

are two men who are used to fighting the 

odds. Each of them has had to counter 

claims that he wasn't big enough or bad 

enough to go the distance. And both have 

made careers out of proving the oddsmakers wrong. 

If all goes as planned for these two gladiators, they 

will face off in the main event at WrestleMania XII— 
in a battle of comeback kids. | 

As of press time, Bret "Hit Man" Hart was World 
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Wrestling Federation Champion, and Shawn 
Michaels—who ignored medical advice to lay low 
from life in the squared circle—had earned the spot 
as No. 1 contender by winning the Royal Rumble. 

Michaels, who has nicknamed his growing legion 
of followers "Тһе Kliq," emerged as the victor of the 
Rumble by eliminating his friend Diesel in the final 
seconds. "Nothing personal," Shawn explained lat 
er. "| just wanted that shot at the title." 

It's a wish he's harbored since he first decided to 
devote his life to professional wrestling at age 12. 
Even the injuries sustained in a reported pounding by 
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a mob of goons outside an upstate New York night 
club could not sidetrack his dream. As he puts it, 
"The World Wrestling Federation Title is my destiny." 

However, Bret "Hit Man" Hart was raised to be a 
champion and has captured the World Wrestling 
Federation Belt on three separate occasions. Back in 
1992, during his first title reign, he defended the belt 
against Michaels at the Survivor Series. Bret left the 
ring triumphantly then—and expects to do so once 
again at WrestleMania XII. 

Of course, the Hit Man is now 37 years old and 
may be worn down by his grueling battles with 


уѕ Shawn Michaels | 
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Diesel, the Undertaker and British Bulldog. Оп the 
other hand, there remains some debate over whether 
Shawn has fully recovered from his assault—or, more 
specifically, recuperated enough to catapult himself 
to the top of the World Wrestling Federation. 

Each man must first survive the In Your House ex- 
travaganza in February. Shawn has put up his No. 1 
contender status against Owen Hart, and Bret is de- 
fending the championship belt against Diesel. Both 
Michaels and Hit Man are as determined to van- 
quish their In Your House rivals as they are to topple 
each other at WrestleMania Xll. 





аса НЫГЫ 


April 1996 21 


mie جو‎ MEE УГУ ЕЕ ER eT TEE Quee ___________-_____ -_ مو‎ ы سی ہت‎ 





a RRL RR کے‎ aen سیت سے‎ eR Le اک‎ cua mm یمور ہے‎ rrr wr ×7 


қылт e a DNE نت یر‎ 


‘ese|—whether or not he manages to 

snare the World Wrestling Federation 

Championship Belt from Bret "Hit Man" 

Hart at February's In Your House—will fo- 

cus his ire and unleash his “bad to the 
bone” attitude on the Undertaker, a man who has 
been on a collision course with Big Daddy Cool for 
the past several months. 

The cold and callous feelings started brewing at In 
Your House in December, when Gorilla Monsoon— 
the World Wrestling Federation interim president at 
the time—declared that the Undertaker would re- 
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ceive a shot at Bret Hart's World Wrestling Fed 
tion Championship Belt at the Royal Rumble. 

news infuriated the recently deposed сћатр 
Diesel, who confronted the Undertaker just as 
show was ending, vowing to bury the Man from 
Dark Side six feet under. 

After the 30-man elimination match а! the R 
Rumble, Diesel was heading back to the dre: 
room when he crossed paths with the Underk 
who was proceeding toward the ring for his 
frontation with the Hit Man. The two gladiator 
changed unpleasantries, then blows before V 
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Wrestling Federation officials pried them apart. 

As the night wore on, so did the rancor between 
these dangerous athletes. In the championship 
match, Undertaker appeared to be en route to сар- 
turing the title after punishing Bret “Hit Man” Hart 
with the Tombstone, his devastating finishing maneu- 
ver. The World Wrestling Federation's Grim Reaper 
covered Hart as the referee lifted his hand and 
counted...once...then twice... but before the arbiter 
could slap the mat a third time, Big Daddy Cool 
grabbed him by the leg and yanked him away from 
the combatants, earning the Hit Man a disqualifica- 
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ndertaker 


tion—and the rage of the Undertaker. 

This encounter is bound to be far more than just a 
battle between two powerful, ruthless warriors who 
are both committed to establishing dominance over 
one another. The Diesel-Undertaker rivalry has 
turned into a deadly feud. And when men as omi- 
nous as these two former Federation Champions are 
feeling so incensed, the outcome is likely to be 
lethal. Once and for all, the question will finally be 
answered: Is the World Wrestling Federation indeed 
running on Diesel Power or will Big Daddy Cool qui- 
ену Rest in Peace? WF 
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TOYSTORY 19 
GENESIS 1 0 
pioner INTERACTIVE 32 ЈЕ his month we take a look at a video game taken direc 


· [Г from one of the biggest movies of all time, Тоу Story. If y 
a | havent seen the movie, then where in the world have у 
ADVENTURE $49-$65 been? Did your parents lock you away in a closet because y 
wouldn't eat your vegetables or something? Well, Disney on 
= again produced a blockbuster, and Disney Interactive tried 
T-BOY'S SCORE follow in the footsteps of the first computer-generated moti 
= picture. Did they succeed? It all depends on how you look at 
Toy Story (the video game) is about Woody, а pull-stri 
cowboy, and Buzz Lightyear, a super-powered, karate-chc 
ping, laser-blasting, space-hero action-figure, and a wht 
bunch of other toys that come to life. Woody is Andy's favo 
toy and sits in the coveted place of honor for all toys— 
Andy's bed. Woody's pretty confident that hell be the toy 
choice for a long time to come, until Buzz Lightyear shows 
Andy wont give up his spot on the Sealy Posturepedic t 
easily though. He's got a plan to send Buzz to live with t 
dust-bunnies behind the dresser. With the help of R.C. С 
Woody sends Buzz hurtling through the air. Hey, who left ti 
window open? Now Woody has the other toys in an all 
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escroll & T-Boy Illustrations by: Howard M. Сойап 


ming your jumps inside the Claw Machine is critical 


X UR, a M ہو ا‎ 
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while trying to save Buzz. This is where you'll want 
to follow Mom’s advice: Don't play with money! 


















00, Roller Boh, go! Your mission, should you choose 
to accept it, is to ride Roller Boh to freedom hefore 
Scud eats you for dinner. 


frenzy, so he decides to save his would-be successor from the outside 
world of those batteryless carbon units, the dreaded human beings. 

Toy Story, the video game, features much larger characters than most 
games, plenty of levels to complete, decent sound effects and a good sto- 
ry line as well. Even though most levels are pretty easy to beat, there are 
some that will remain a challenge even after you've played it to death. It's 
also great to see a combination of side-scroll game play and first-person 
perspective. However, even though the graphics are great, it by no 
means matches up to the effects in the movie. This is the limitation of the 
16-bit system though, which we feel will be abandoned as the 32-bit and 
64-bit systems gain in popularity. 

Overall, Toy Story was well done but didnt offer us much of a chal 
lenge. (What do you expect from two video game gods?) We were a little 
disappoi inted that the graphics werent as awesome as the movie, but l'm 
sure we would be saying otherwise if it where available on the Playstation. 
Disney Interactive did an excellent job, considering the limitations, and we 
look forward to Disney taking us on other ad- 
ventures to infinity... and beyond! WF 
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ATTENTION! 

Hey, video game worshippers 
are you tired of #16 am ng? Do 
you 8 т 32 game reviews like 
the Sony Play alainn ПЕП 2 drop 
Bem [Га same address you 
send your tips to г inima It 
Attn: 32- bit reviews 

























Eton: 


— Genesis 


Tip: 
While playing, pause the game and hit: 

C. А Left, Left, А, C, A, B, (Call A Cab). 
You will then turn into an arrow which will - 
let you move all around n" every- 
thing except the bosses. 


Thanks for the 2 Riad! 


READERS: 


О W Raw @ Super Punch-Out | 

© Donkey Kong Country @ Supr. St. Fohtr |-Тигбо 
€ Mortal Kombat |! © WF Royal Rumble | 
Ө WF WrstriMania-trcace ӨО Mortal Kombat 3 


@ NBA Jam: TE Є Super Metroid 


о WF Raw @ Mortal Kombat —. 


Ө NBA Jam @ Sonic and Knuckles 


| © WF WrstriMenia-Arcade Ө WS Baseba 
| Ө Mortal Kombat | € NBA Jam: TE 
| ө МУ Royal Rumble - : о al Kon 


| Hey, ر‎ tá detis pens send in 


and vote for your favorite game for SUPE 
NES or GENESIS each month. You can al 
write to T-Boy and Sidescroll. Send you 


| letters with your name and address to: 
| World Wrestling Federation Magazine*P.0. Box 385 


Stamford, CT 06902• Attention: Video 


E: Tue ceno CORNER Eã 


| Sidescroll: Hey! T-Boy. What is this? | 


Why are we reviewing this game? 
Its ola, its used, its been played out, 


| just like you! 


T-Boy: Hold on to your food bag, fat 
man! Joy Story was a great movie that 
featured incredible computer graphics, 
and we wanted to let our fans know if 
the video game was just as good. 
Sidescroll: Well, | can tell you one thing: 
ts not as good as | am because | keep | 
beating it! Just like l'd be beating you if | 


it were a two-player game! 
T-Boy: Oh, Im quaking in my cowboy 


boots, you Buzz wannabe! 
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\ It was the Phoenix Sun's 
۹ Charles Barkley who once stated on national (7 
television, “I am not a role model.” Even though millions 
of kids of all colors and creeds looked up to Sir Charles, he pub- А, i 
licly stated that it “wasn’t up to him to raise YOUR kids.” 
In this day of professional sports, you can’t just pinpoint or blame Charles D 


Barkley. In the '90s sports are big business—a well-oiled, mega-million-dollar marketing 
machine. Many players are just in it for one thing—and one thing only—the almighty buck. 
No, they won't accept the responsibility of being a role model to your child, but they sure as heck 0 
will take that $25 of your hard-earned money that you slap down on the sales counter when purchas- 
© ing one of their latest T-shirts for—I might add—that same child to wear. Charles Barkley might not have 

the time to be a role model, but when the “Golden Arches” are shelling out the big bucks, he'll be the first 

one in line willing to make that Big Mac sound like filet mignon—if, of course, the money is right! 

Ahmed Johnson doesn't see it that way. As a child, Ahmed lived life on the street. Since the ripe old age of 13, 
Ahmed has been forced to raise himself, and he'll be the first опе to admit he didn't do such a great job. You see, 
Ahmed became involved with the gang life. As a matter of fact, he'll be the first one to tell you he was involved in 

drive-by shootings and other forms of violent crime. At the time, there wasn't much he could do about it. He didn't 

know right from wrong. There wasn't a mother figure or a father figure around. Ahmed longed for a positive role mod 
el, but nobody answered his desperate calls. He had to learn the hard way, but somehow he managed to survive! 

As a World Wrestling Federation superstar, Ahmed Johnson is now in а position to answer those same cries that he s 


desperately 
needed to be an- 
swered when he 
was a child. To him, 
being the role model 
to one underprivileged 
kid means more to him 
than the most lucrative 
sneaker deal in the world! 
“The only responsibility 
that a lot of professional ath- 
letes want today is the responsi- 
bility of collecting their pay- 
check,” says a bitter Ahmed John- 
son. "They couldn't really care less 
about the kids in the audience. It's 
sad because the parents of those kids, 
who may live in poor neighborhoods 
and ghettos, are the ones buying the tick- 
ets! Then, on top of that, they're buying 
all the high-priced merchandise for those 
same kids! These parents need to take some 
time out to think! They spend all their money 
on tickets and merchandise, but these aren't the 
guys who care about their kids! I’m proud to say 
that the World Wrestling Federation takes the time 
out to show that we care about your kids. They send us 
out to schools to talk to your kids, and believe me, nobody has to tell us 
to go—we can't wait to! Charles Barkley is not going to go to your neigh- 
borhood unless he gets paid for it! ГЇЇ go there any day of the week!” 
Since entering the Federation, Ahmed is truly living up to his word. On 
his days off he visits with underprivileged children every chance he gets. In- 
side, he only hopes that by setting an example, other athletes in all profes- 
sional sports will face up to their responsibilities regarding those who look 
up to them. "There's a little more to being a role model than just going on 
TV, making а lot of money and saying, ‘Hey, I'm a role model!" says 
Ahmed. “Аз a role model, athletes have to take time out with the 
kids. They have to put some money back into the communities 
and the neighborhoods where it's needed. There's much 
more to being a role model than just slamming a ball 
and catching a pass. A role model is somebody who 
sincerely CARES about the kids. You just don't 4 
see that in professional sports today.” 
Unfortunately, Ahmed's agenda for be- 
ing a role model is something many of 
today's professional athletes are in- 
capable of. *It's not all about 
what can I do for me, but 
rather what can I do for 
those who 'need' me. 
Being a role model 
in the Federation 
tells me that I 
have to set 











an exam- Shaquille O'Neil wouldn't be the Shaquille O'Ne 
ple for the he is today! Kids need to look up to their pai 
kids.” says Ahmed. ents a whole lot more!” 

“I have to show them However, make no bones about it- 
that life is not over be- unlike Charles Barkley, if the parent 
cause maybe they made а аге absent from their child's life fc 
few mistakes. Maybe they whatever reason, Ahmed accep 
even joined a gang, the same with open arms the invitation ! 
way I did. I have to show them step in as that special ro 
that they can turn it around just model. “It’s very healthy | 
like I did! That's why I’m thrilled to have a role model, sa’ 
have the opportunity to be а role Ahmed. “Kids in socie 
model for these kids. I've told the Fed- today seem to ha 
eration many times that what I want to minds of their own. I 
do is go out where the underprivileged much more difficult 
kids аге. I want to visit their schools and get toa kid than it w 
talk to them. I want to let them know that when I was growi 
just because people may say they're failures up. If my parents 
and look at them like they’re failures, or even my frien 
they're really not. Just because they didn't parents—told me 
house or their parents do something 


grow up in a nice big 
ars doesn't mean would do it! Th 


don't drive big, fancy c 
they're failures. It doesn't mean that they have days kids are a 
to go out on the streets and sell drugs. They more stubborn 
can still make it if they want to!” lot more indep 







If Ahmed Johnson does have any “regrets” about be- 
ing a role model, it is simply his desire that children 
should look up to the people he considers to be the 
“seal” role models—their parents. “There is no doubt 
that the parents should be the ‘real’ role models.” states 

«m Ahmed. “Society today has 
МАА, depicted us as the role 
models by hvping us on 
} television. They show ath- 
۲ letes as having nice houses 
and nice cars, so naturally 
kids say, ‘Hey, I want to 
be just like those 
guys! These 
kids get this 
| picture in 
ME IT : | | ! 
mind about role models, when in reality their dent! That's why 
need somebody t 
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parents are the ‘real role models. If the par- 
ents had never taken care of that kid. he who's going to be a 
® or she wouldn't have grown up to be stant reminder of w 
that superstar athlete. That's what the right and what's wro 
kids are missing! They're not going regardless of what the 
to the root of the problem! Theyre may be! But kids need tc 
looking at the surface, but they re ize they shouldn't put the 
not looking underneath the sur- tal’ faith in a role model. А 
face. The surface is that if model 15 human. He makes 
Shaquille O'Neil's parents takes just like everybody else 
hadn't taken care of good to have someone to look 1 
him by teaching but don't put 100 percent of your 
vour belief in.that person. Ahmed John 
not perfect by any stretch of the imagin 
I'm just a guy who cares about the kids" МУ" 


him good values 
and the right 
way of life, then 
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FAVORITE BAND: 
TLC 


ЈЕ | Сошо Have DONE 
IT DIFFERENTLY: 

I would have gone about 
the way I grew up in a dit- 
ferent fashion. I would 
have used my head more. 


FAVORITE MOVIE: 
Mortal Combat 


ІШ 
| 


Coming to the World 
Wrestling Federation, 


FAVORITE ACTOR: 
Gary Busey 


Person You Мошо Most 
Like To MEET: 


I'd like to meet my mother, 
who passed away, just 
one more time. 


HEIGHT: 6 2° 


WEIGHT: 265 LES. 


HOMETOWN: 
PEARL RIVER, 


I'm a movie fanatic, I love 
to read and I love to play 
Sega Genesis. 


Favorite FAST FOOD: 
Burger King 


FAVORITE FOOD: 


Ham hocks and 
collard greens 


FAVORITE SPORT 
(BESIDES WRESTLING): 


Football 


Joe Montana 


Best ۸۵0۷۷۷۳۲ EVER RECEIVED: 


To believe in myself no 
matter what. 


FAVORITE ACTRESS: 
Gina Pickett 


SECRET TALENT: 
Kickboxing 


FAVORITE CARTOON CHARACTER: 


|! 


owtime at the Apollo 


FAVORITE VIDEO GAME: 
John Madden's 
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here’s only опе way to get es 
there—be a member and 
you'll get all this stuff: 


• Automatic entry in “Superstars To Go," a contest 
where you can win a visit from a World Wrestling 
Federation superstar at your school or home! 


* Your own QUARTERLY CLUBHOUSE NEWS: 
a chance to write the articles, place ads, tell us why 
you should be president of the “House.” 


* Cool personal interactive membership card 


: We photos/trading cards 


• Discounts to SY events 


* Contests to meet your favorite superstars ~ 
ا چنا‎ \ 
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7 M |“ 
"ү 1-212-691-2795 
| want to join the Official World 


Wrestling Federation Clubhouse. 






at live events 
















• Discounts on exclusive WE merchandise ш  --- i 
* Your own WE Clubhouse phone card а үчен------ سے سس‎ 
| E inc, جس یچ ہا ھت‎ a ыгы ! 
• Interactive TV contests | 1 ۱ | 
/ 1 и 7 
• And much much more 00 Spo а oe ہے جو‎ А РРА О ۱ | 
| | 
| ї (MasterCard О Мза Expiration date ____ | 
917,0 5 (ріне $3.95 S&H) М 1 
for an entire |2 months of oS ویک یں کوچ سو یں‎ EET || 
SLAMMIN' fun! m >> Signature ___________------ à 
| Жр с АИ г О Check/Money Order 
tattoos for the first Send to: Wrestling Distributors, Inc. 3 


10,000 members - Hur! 


® Registered trademark of TitanSports, Inc. © 1995 If; nspo 


P.O. Box 625, New York, NY 10013-0625 ۹ 
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Federation” Exclusive! 





LIVE! ON PAY-PER-VIEW! 


Sunday, March 31 • 7pm ET/4pmPT • Replay 10pmET/7pm PT 





EWÊ Call Prime Time 24 at 1-800-989-7526 
H For Back Yard Dish Reception 
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hen Pearl River, Mississippi's Ahmed Johnson first came on the scene in the 

World Wrestling Federation, he let it be known—to all of those who were smart 
enough to listen—that he wasnt going to end his quest until he became the first 
African-American in Federation history 10 capture a singles title. 


reca ~ 


ased on. words, Ahmed wasted no 
| time in T.C.O.B.! In only a matter of 
| weeks following his World Wrestling Federa- 
| ноп debut, Ahmed shocked the entire world 
| when Һе bodyslammed the 641-рочпа 
| Yokozuna before а national television audi- 


` ence watching on Monday Night Raw’ 


hmed followed that mammoth inci- 

dent with one that may have been of 
even greater proportions. At the 1995 Sur- 
vivor Series, Ahmed stood side by side with 
the Heartbreak Kid Shawn Michaels as one 
of the lone survivors in the first-ever Federa- 
tion Wild Card match. 


И 


he following month at In Your House, 

Ahmed made short change out of Na- 
ture Boy Buddy Landell, who was filing in | 
for the injured Dean Douglas. But Ahmeds 
victory celebration was cut short when he | 
was attacked after the match by Double J 
Jeff Jarrett. This episode led to a show- 
down between ће cocky cowboy and the 
proud gladiator at the Royal Rumble. 


IN YOUR HOUSE (DECEMBER) 








This magazine contains nothing but high-risk, nail-biting, off-the-top-rope, uncensored MAYHEM! It is only 
recommended for the serious World Wrestling Federation fan! May prove to be far too much to handle for the 
lighter-weight fan, pregnant women and those who suffer from high blood pressure. 


[ ] YES! | WANT TO GET RAW 

Send me Monda Night Raw: The Magazine in the World Wrestling Federation 
Limited Edition Collector's Series. Just $4.95 per copy ($3.95 plus $1.00 
shipping and handling). " Mid —c—9— و‎ 


Мате ___ 


CreditCard || MasterCard || VISA [ ] Check Enclosed City “State ДЕ = 
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Acct. No. — Exp. Date — * Please add $3.05 per issue for multiple copy orders. RAW will be shipped out upon 
receipt of orders. Mail in your orders to: World Wrestling Federation, P.O. Box 6789, 
Stamford, CT 06904-6789. No bill me orders accepted. 
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By Lou Gianfriddo 


THE FIRST STEP IN 
TURNING ONE MAN'S 
DREAM INTO 315 DESTINY? 


fought for their very lives at the 

ninth annual Royal Rumble— 
which was broadcast on pay-per- 
view January 21. Almost every top 
superstar competed. Some won per- 
sonal victories, such as Jake "The 
Snake" Roberts, who after a three- 
year absence came back and wres- 
tled in a way that shocked his old 
fans and made new fans. Others 
won championship :ہے اہو‎ 
tably Goldust who оуегсата 7 
Ramon for the |пјегсопј и ٣ 
The Rumble also то а ово 
view debut of Ма ttm NES 
retired тоге 7 
rity апа ом/ а marî with a dream to 


i | ^ ће superstars of the Federation 


38 401170 


overwhelm the Federation with his 
raw power. As well, the Million Dol 
lar Man's Ring Master handled him- 
self with such polished finesse that 
many thought they were observing а 
veteran of the Snake's caliber. 

One man, hf Mauer, realized the 
dream of lilii iriumph over 
odds adig ЕШ Dountable 
and dangerous. Shawn Michaels. 
whose career nearly ended late las: 
year when he was jumped by thugs 
outside an upstate New York night- 
club, defied his doctors and naysay- 
ers by outlasting some of the toughest 
superstars in the battle royal. His re- 
ward, if he remains healthy enough 
to experience it, is a title match 





against Federation Champion Bret 
Hart at WrestleMania ХІІ, which will 
emanate live from the Arrowhead 
Pond in Anaheim, California, on Sun- 
day, March 31. 

On that day, the world will watch 
as Michaels attempts to achieve his 
lifelong dream while at the same time 
trying to survive the onslaught of bat 
tle, the results of which could—if the 
odds work against him—end his ath- 
letic career. Glory will only be at 
мед if he can repeat his Royal Rum- 
Ble ысгтсгсе, complete with the 
ИЕ ыу and desire to over- 
СООКО о oppose him. 
Нена а пое to beat 
Bret Hart at WrestleManmic Xi- 


SUNDAY | JANUARY 21% 
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Нег Double J's a 7 at- 
[ tack on Ahmed paling at 
/ | December's In Your House, 
interim Federation President veda 
la Monsoon was quick to si 
match between the two athl a 
for the Royal Rumble. 


Í = —— ے‎ _ 





As would be anticipated, the 
two warriors blasted one another. 
Johnson was especially upset, 
rocking the country singer with 
stinging jabs and bodyslams that 
were nearly impossible to watch. 

Double J's temper got the best 





ҮП zd МГУ J 
NUGA? 
DIU; WII А SMASHE 


of him, though. When everythin 
was riding against him, the sel 
professed "world's greatest singer 
and the world's greatest wrassler" 
mounted the top ropes and 
smashed his acoustic guitar over 
Johnson's head, earning him an 
instant disqualification. 
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НШІ 204104 EN 
Tae BODY DUNNAS 
THe GUNNS ЕӘСАРЕ ТИЕ ГОЛ! 


| orld Wrestling Federation ti- 
М tleholders the Smoking 
|) Gunns, Billy and Bart, de- 
fended their belts against the No. 
1 ranked contenders, the Body 
Donnas, р and Zip. 


This match, as many expected, 
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was a brawl from the beginning, Че МЫ 
with both teams exchanging BART GUNN 
blows and kicks. Once their tem- “That теме qimnet cost us the match! She was playine 
teams both showed the wrestling POSSUM 
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world their МЕ initiating and 
соипїе омање Нег move, 
у вон ШОН ысспсдег, 
Sunny, did all she could to distract 
the referee and the champions. 

Although the Body Donnas: 
methods may have succeeded in 
the short term, in the end the 
Gunns were blazing. They sur- 
vived a four-way boul and, 
when the Gunns' smoke had 
cleared, won when Bart rolled up 
Skip for the pinfall. 
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THE 30-MAN ROYAL 
ITIONS CLAGHT 


]- a \ 


* or the first time in the Royal 
> Rumble's history—which 
| first made the sports-enter- 
tainment world quake in January 
1988—the World Wrestling Fed- 
eration enlisted its superstars of 
the past to compete against the 
megastars of the New Genera- 
tion. This year's Rumble marked 
the return of Dory Funk Jr., who 
last competed on a Federation 
pay-per-view telecast at Wrestle- 
Mania 2 in 1986. The Rumble 
also saw the return of Jake "The 
Snake" Roberts. Roberts, now a 
man of religion, dominated the 
Federation in the 19805 and ear- 
ly 1990s when he overcame such 
stellar athletes as the late Andre 
the Giant and the late Dino Bra- 
vo. His appearance and perfor- 
mance at the Rumble was greeted 
by a standing ovation from the 
thousands who converged at the 
Convention Center in Fresno, Cal- 
ifornia, and by the millions who 
watched on pay-per-view. 
By contrast, the two men who 
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began the Rumble were from the 
New Generation. They were 
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Hunter Hearst-Helmsley and Hen- 
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ry Godwinn. These two men are 
not strangers to one another. As a 
matter of fact, they battled one 
another last December at the In 
Your House extravaganza that 
was aired live from Hershey, 
Pennsylvania (now available on 
Coliseum Home Video). 

Their rivalry didn't end at In 
Your House. As soon as they hit 
the ring, these world-class athletes 
tore at one another as if there 
were no tomorrow. They 
punched, kicked and clotheslined 
each other with abandon—and 
all for one purpose. The World 
Wrestling Federation Title was at 
stake, atter all. The complexion of 
the battle changed a minute later 
when Mr. Bob Backlund entered 
the ring. Backlund, himself а for- 
mer two-time Federation titlehold- 
er, realized that to become cham- 
pion again, he had to push him- 
self and his opponents to the limit. 


April 1896 71 


He did just that and lashed into 
Hunter and Godwinn with fore- 
arms and legtrips. 

Within a matter of minutes, the 
squared circle swelled with the 
toughest and strongest wrestlers 
that the Federation has ever 
known, including the Jake the 
Snake, Bob "Spark Plugg" Holly, 
Dory Funk, Yokozuna (who 
weighed in at 641 pounds prior 
to the event), the destructive Vad- 
er, King Mabel and—lest we for- 
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get—the other monarch, Jerry 
"The King" Lawler. 

The first casualty of the Rumble 
was Backlund, who was deposit 
ed on the arena floor by ای‎ 
na. Strange, you ask? Aren't they 
friends? Perhaps. But in the Royal 
Rumble—with the Federation Title 
held in the balance—friendships, 
partnerships and family bonds 
are tossed aside all in the spirit of 
global wrestling conquest. 

That desire to achieve permeat- 


ed through the heart and soul of 
every athlete. The Royal Rumble 
was a war without a common en- 
ету, but the cause was firmly, еп- 
trenched for all those involved. 
The world saw many clashes they 
never fathomed, such as the 
Snake standing toe-to-toe with 
Yokozuna and the 1-2-3 Kid risk- 


ing life and limb against 


Japanese sensation Omori. 

More athletes entered the ring, 
others were pushed to the arena 
floor, including Mabel who was 
ousted by Yokozuna, and Omori 
who became the victim of a ven- 
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omous (for Omori, at least) Snake 
bite. Minutes later, the superstars 
had to contend with other top- 
ranked superstars, such as Doug 
Gilbert—brother of former Feder- 
Ban superstar the late Eddie 
EE Land the Caribbean Leg- 
ШЕ Аһ Vega, who promptly 
dod ЗЫ; Funk. 
EDU, didn't last 
nonu. 5 clutches, 
was pummeled and unes; emon - 


ously ore 

didn't stof 

bounced a тё 

Team from the гї 

Yokozuna's assistance 

the other Squat membé 

floor. Just as that masked B 
moth crashed to the cemen 
Yokozuna and Vader went at 
each other in what some mat ob- 
servers have already dubbed "the 
clash to end alll slashes" 

Then came the "man who 
dared to dream." Prior to the 
Rumble, he, like all his counter- 
parts, drew a number. His was 


No. 18. He was Shawn 
Michaels, and his appearance 
initially drew tears from the thou- 
sands on hand. Many doubted 
his will, his well-being and his 
wrestling ability. But once again, 
the Heartbreak Kid—as he has 
done countless times before— 
Эн the doubters а superkick of 
aith. Right off the hip-hop, he 
eliminated the two biggest 
threats—literally and figurative- 


ly—by hoisting Yokozuna and Although Vader was legitimate- 
Vader to their eventual fate on the ly ousted, he couldn't handle the 
floor. TI ey fact. He retook the ring and un- 
Cid leashed his savage temper, batter- 

ing all who dared to stand before 





the odds. His former tag team 
partner, Marty Jannetty, rushed 
the ring and bounded at the 
Heartbreak Kid. Jannetty, who 
teamed with Michaels in the Rock- 
ers in the 1980s and early 
1990s, unleashed a salvo of 
blows—all of which aimed at 
Shawn's vulnerable temple area. 
Michaels was then besieged by 
the British Bulldog and Owen 
Hart, which only made many feel 
that the Heartbreak Kid didn't 
have long for the world or the 
World Wrestling Federation. 


- Nevertheless, he persisted. He 
EP و‎ o ПАНА mustered the одан о and the skill 
ERN Р em DDS Sg 


ETE NM оо oust Isaac Yan 
a tag 02. man who weighs in excess of 
300 pounds if he weighs an 
ounce and who is as every bit as 
mean as he is huge. 

Big Daddy Cool, like his for- 


mer partner Michaels, was also 
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him, including Michaels and 
Helmsley. It кы a roster of offi- 
cials and referees to restrain 
Vader's wrath. En route to the 
locker room, Vader was over- 
heard saying that "Michaels is 
dead meat, brother!" 

Seconds later, however, a man 
with many road kills to his credit 
put his engine in overdrive and 
screamed toward the ring. He 
was the former World Wrestling 
Federation Champion, the man 
with the old and improved atti- 
tude, Diesel, and he wasted no 
time in running over the competi- 
tion. Victim No. 1 was Tatankgs 
who made a pothole in Кге © 
pavement. Helmsley уус ПӘК 
victim. Poor guy. А اھر‎ ٣٦٦ 
he was dropped siepe NO 
House; at the Am bl 
dent in се Ий 

Michaels had-his hands full as 
well, but as usual he was fighting 
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dealing with big men. Diesel 
went toe-to-toe with Kama, the 
Supreme Fighting Machine. At 
the Rumble, Diesel threw a mon- 
key wrench to suppress the 
Supreme Machine and boosted 
him from the ring with relative 
ease—an amazing feat of 
strength when one considers Ka- 
ma's size and combative skills. 

Then came the clash the world 
didn't want to see but was forced 
to endure: Shawn battling his for- 
mer tag team partner and lifetime 
friend, Diesel. Being the competi- 
tors that they are, the two men 
tore into one another like caged 
lions, neither giving any quarter 
or asking for a hint of forgive- 
ness. At that time, they were ene- 
mies, driven by the sole purpose 
of championship gold. 





They fought and fought «nc 
fought, each trying in earnest to 
mnn .€wever in 
nS! David and 
БФ о pass. Shawn 
MENSES" man with the odds 
uim and his back against 
Sepenshakable wall, prevailed. 
Ple tapped into his inner re- 
serves—which is only true to ath- 
letes of his caliber—and then 
eliminated Big Daddy Cool from 
the ring. Shawn Michaels, for a 
second consecutive year, will now 
face the Federation Champion at 
WrestleMania ХІІ. 

However, Diesel wasn't quite 
through with combat. Seemingly 
motivated by a dying need to 
face the best athletes olive or “un- 
dead,” Diesel came face to face 
with the Undertaker while return- 
ing to the locker room. Prior to the 
Rumble, Diesel clarified that he 
wasn't moved or threatened in 
any way by the Man from the 
Dark Side. With that in mind, 
Diesel and the Taker clashed, 
trading blows until Big Daddy 
Cool disappeared behind the en- 
trance curtain while Shawn 
Michaels absorbed the adulation 
of his fans and the realization that 
his dream of winning the Federa- 
tion Title lay one WrestleMania 
match ahead of him. 
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| Intercontinental Title matches 

‚ in World Wrestling Federation 
history, Champion Razor Ramon 
put the belt on the line against his 
nemesis Goldust. Months prior to 
the Rumble, Goldust had bad- 
gered Razor with the kind of dou- 
ble talk that can turn the tabloid 
хопа on its ear. Goldust made 

me scathing innuendos about 
'azor—leading the public to be- 
е that there was more to the is- 
an met the eye. Goldust 
he public to think that his 
s! was more of a sexual 
У than a wrestling endeavor. 
was all a calculated ploy. 
Idust knew that Razor dripped 
achismo. He knew that Razor 
as dripping with gold. But 
Goldust used innuendo—a 


T n one of the most anticipated 


















method so common in the media 
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RAZOR RAMON 
"Hey, they say anything goes in the 
World Wrestling Federation. 1 wouldnt 


have it any 


other way. Goldust is the 


new Intercontinental Champion now— for 


how long, well see." 
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these days—and he caused the 
Bad Guy to lose his cool. 

Goldust was led to the ring by 
a stunning woman, and she— 
more than any move in his vast 
wrestling arsenal—played the 
biggest role in this drama of the 
World Wrestling Federation Inter- 
continental Title. 

Before Goldust could even dis- 
robe, Razor was all over him, 


blasting him with punches and 
chops to the pectorals and ster- 
num. In fact, Ramon kept the mo- 
mentum going in his favor for a 
portion of the match, perhaps in 
an effort to punish his challenger 
for every putrid remark that 
oozed from his gold-plated lips. 

Everything looked as if it were 
going Ramon's way. It looked as 
if everything was falling into 
place, bu as we have seen so 
many times at the movies, there 
was a twist to the plot. 





Just when Razor was ready to 
finish off his opponent, Goldust's 
"mystery" woman stole his atten- 
tion. As the Bad Guy turned; set- 
ting his sights on the glamorous 
— the 1-2-3 Kid appeared 
out of nowhere and, with the ref- 
eree's back turned, caught Razor 
off the top rope with a kick to the 
head. Without taking a cut, 
Goldust crashed down atop the 
Bad Guy, scoring the pinfoll NS 
winning the Intercontinental 
Championship. 
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{ver since the Undertaker 
(” crept into the Federation in 
31990, people have been 
waiting for him to face Bret Hart. 
At the time, Bret was primarily in- 
volved in tag team action; the Un- 
dertaker, then under the tutelage of 
Brother Love, was making a name 
for himself in singles competition. 
As the years wore on, ће two 
athletes began to gravitate toward 
one another, not so much by atti- 
tudes but by fans' speculation. 
"Who Pd win if Bret wrestled 
the Grim Reaper?" people often 
asked. They wondered who would 
have an edge. Could Bret's superi- 
or wrestling skill topple the Under- 
taker? Or would the Undertaker's 
arcane powers beat the Hit Маг? 
And so the world talked. And so 
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the world waited. And waited. 
And waited. The world waited until 
January 21, 1996, when these 
two sensational Federation super- 
stars collided at the Royal Rumble 
with the title см кс. 

As зо е гіакег and 
the БИСЕРЕ о و‎ the 
"opes, they unleashed their anger 
Bret, although outweighed, wen: 
on the offensive. He snapped back 
the Taker's head with a series of 
stiff blows. One struck the Dark 
Man's chin and sent his head and 
hair flying about; another connect 
ed on his cheek and finally added 
some color—that of red—to his 
pale face. But the momentum—like 


death itselI— changed suddenly. 
The Undertaker, an instinctive 
or, depending on your viewpoint, 
extinctive, wrestler if there ever 
was one, turned the tides. With a 
veil of fingers, he raked the Hit 
Man's eyes, temporarily blinding 
him. The Dead Man followed up 
his actions, smashing the Hit Man 
with forearms and heavy boots to 






the midsection, the impact of which 
would have folded, if not utterly de- 
stroyed, other adversaries, but it 
did little to the Hit Man. 
He was still able to take more 
unishment, which the Undertaker 
سا‎ dispensed. He nailed the 
Hit Man with an Irish whip and 
blasted him with a shot to the del- 
toids from the top ropes. 

From there, the tide of battle 
ebbed and flowed in both men's 
ar For instance, the Undertaker 
Шы the Hit Man, who met him 
ue to the skull and fol- 
I a clothesline that 
٠. مر‎ Federation's 
| ге the war 
drifted to the arena floor, things 





went haywire. There, they рди! REARER کر‎ ^ TN 
punched, kicked and used the ring а, ے لہ ہے‎ ад, ҒҒ 77773 7 
steps to inflict mortal bodily harm. 1 ۳۵ 160ب‎ ту оқа шлш p WEN 
However, these two can't бе Tombston 
classified as mortal. They fought on 
—and hard. In fact, at one point, 





cross Bret Harts 50503 rites and the pinfall, Diesel rushed 
ie “Мос to ringside and yanked the referee 
from the ring—one count away 





undertaker Cover NIM, from the decisive three-count. Then, 

0 ; nnd I heard the referee to add insult to injury, Big Daddy 

Q -——— 3 ЕШ ہہ‎ 4 + о and thay т Cool flipped ап obscene gesture in 
mr | Жж МУЧНА. Jl ۷ا9۷" ےھے‎ ИЮН 1 the direction of the Reaper. 

6 2 | 2 couldnt believe it! There It was either a solid case of 

&° > Sa = he une nanin.-niecall Diesel wanting the gratification of 


= | | defeating Bret himself ог he had a 
-уегу time we turn NE соја to settle with the Un- 

| ite Ni | Pm dertaker. Following the interfer- 
ence, the Undertaker leapt from the 


E UT UU UIUL Ty ЗАМОРА ring and stalked Big Daddy Cool 

ег is aoina to have to do down the aisle. In the end, the Hit 

Bret ignored caution and dived سم‎ aps. nhat neri» Man had retained his title by 
| МАНЫ MIS news |. means of а disqualification. W 


through the ropes onto the Taker— 
a feat that unquestionably took 
more heart than skill but, in the 
end, reeked of right intentions. 
After they exchanged a series of 
vicious blows on the arena floor, 
the action returned to the ring, 
where the match took a decided 
turn. The Undertaker—who tapped 
into his darkest reserves—mounte 
a comeback and ensnared the Hit 
Man in the dreaded Tombstone re- 
verse piledriver, a move many say 
is downright lethal. The Undertaker 
drove the Hit Man's head into the 
mat and crossed his arms, but just 
before the Undertaker and manag- 
er Paul Bearer could administer last 
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AN INTERVIEW WITH: 


Shawn Michaels 


When Vince McMahon 


describes the Heartbreak : 
Kid Shawn Michaels, the : 
adjectives “flamboyant” : 
and “resilient” always : 
seem to come flowing out : 
of his mouth—and right : 
fully so! However, there is : 


much more to the man 


who has been npe ; 


the World Wrestling Fe 
eration from its rafters 
since his early Rocker 
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| days in the late ‘80s. : 
: There is a side that—up | 
until now—only his family : 
and close friends have : 
: been privy to. A side that : 
| shows a sincere, honest 
: and genuine individual 
: who is often outspoken— : 
: but, maybe even more : 
` so, a side that is frequent: : 
: |y misunderstood. : 
: Over the next two 15 : 
: sues of World Wrestling : 
Federation Magazine, : 
we are going to bring : 
you up close and person- : 


al into the "phenom. 


known as the Heartbreak : 
Kid Shawn Michaels. You : 
will see a side of Shawn : 
· Michaels that he has nev- : 


er revealed to the public 


before. From his early : 


yes as an army brat to 


THE М 


: sbi hts 


| i сизе an 





telling us a 
: your childhood. : 
|. SHAWN: Well, my moth- : 
| : er and father got married : 
| about 
|: months after they met : 

: each other. | was the 
· youngest of four children. 
: | have two older brothers : 
: and an older sister. | was 
| born right outside of 
: Phoenix, Arizona, in 
· Scottsdale, at Williams : 
Air Force Base. Му fa- : 
ther, who was born іп: 
Clinton, lowa, was a pi : 
: years old up iu up unti 


: eration debut, through his : 
ordeal in Syra- : 
Е right up until to- : 
| | day—only weeks before : 
|: he attempts to turn the : 
||: dreams of a 12-year-old : 
boy into the reality and : 
the destiny of a 30-year- | 
: we spent the rest of our 
edis à : lives in Texas. 
| like to begin our : 716 
Title bit bout i 


old man. 


Shawn, l'd 


two or 


lot in the Air Force. He 
was 


ves back and raised 


US 


father went to Vietnam 


for the first time. After he : 
left, we moved back to : 
my mother's hometown of : 
: Storm Lake, lowa. When : 
ack, he was : 
stationed at Andrews Air : 


he came b 


Force Base and worked 


| for the Pentagon in: 
| Miei ae When | was : 

years old, we : 
: moved to Del Rio, Texas, : 
is World Wrestling Fed- : 


| 


about 


where my father served 


three : 


: remember playin 
: ball with my brothers— 
: wherever and whenever 


known as a “Fly : 
: Boy.” He volunteered for : 
: two tours of du 
nam. My mom basically : 
: SHAWN: | was the “nev 


in Viet- : 


ids. Two months after : 
: | was born, we moved to : 
England. That's when my | 
: grade. 


at Laughlin Air Force 
Base and then later at 
Randolph Air Force Base 
in San Antonio. He re- 
tired at Randolph a full- 
bird colonel after 25 
ears in the Air Force. 
ollowing his retirement, 


What do you 
remember most about 
your childhood? 


SHAWN: | mostly start re- 
membering the time 
when my father was sta- 
tioned in Washington 


| and we were living in 
: Maryland. My family 


was always very close. | 
foot 


we could. Then, wher 
we moved to San Anto 
nio, | played footbal 
from the time | was € 


| was 17. 

+ Seventeen. The 
high school years. Tell те 
about that time. 


the time 


kid” at Randolph Higl 
School, where | wen 
from seventh to Мејн 
Y | fit in e 
3uickly. Again, | thin 
dá Ae football. | a 
ways pne at the Ai 
Force Base and bragge 
about being a “big-time 
layer. | was an outsid 
linebacker who alway 
played both ways. | als 
played baseball an 
track, but | concentrate 
| mostly on football. | wc 
| a pretty decent studet 


сти 
7 











A's, B's and 
C's without у 
hard. | think, hac 


straight A’s, but | was a 


jock. You know, captain : 


of the football team. 
| Are you telling 


me that this is where you 
might have developed 


our reputation as a: | 
: me to my next geal 

: Your start in pro 
; wrestling. How? When? 
: Where? Who? ۰ 
: SHAWN: It's getting о: 
boring LM to | | 
you : football uniform on—l : 
: : ued to bother my parents 
: about it! Then my father, 
: who was doing a lot of 
: golfing at the time, met 
| some people—one of 
| them bein 
| said that 
: promoter of Southwest 
: Championship Wrestling. 
: After nagging 
nagging 
= 1 my father finally took me 
A : down to meet ће gentle- 
= ! man, who was a used 
: саг 
: know, your generous апа 
: honest type of guy. But, 
· anyway, at 17 years old, 
: | went and talked to 
: him—well, he and my foa- 
: ther did most of the talk- 
: ing. They discussed how | 
· should go to college first 
: and after | was done with 
: college, if | still wanted to 
: be a wrestler, he would 
: introduce me to someone 
: who would train me, and 


adies’ man? 

SHAWN: | was always a 
one-woman kind of guy. | 
almost always had a girl- 
friend. | never ran around 


with a bunch of girls. | al- : 
ways dated the most at- : 
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who made: 
girls. | was shy, though. | 
| that : 
| | ap- 
plied myself a little bit : 
more, | might have made : 
: but at that time | didn't : 
| say much. | guess you | 
: could say | was introvert : 
: ed—that is, of course, be- : 
: fore | got into profession- : 
: al wrestling. 


i Which leads | 


tractive and intelligent : 
| stay up late one time— : 
· for the first time—when | : 
|. was 12 years old. At : 
about 12:30, Southwest : 
: SHAWN: 
came on. The first time | : 
saw it, it hit me like a ton : 
of bricks. | knew that was : 
wanted to do. Everybody 
; was going to college, but 


usually didn't аро! 
girls; they usual 


ecame more relaxed, 


be a 


everybody, but I'll tel 


f MB 
roached me. In time | : 
b : Championship Wrestling 


essional : 
۰ ways shy, 
(ach 


about it anyway. | got to 


what | wanted to do. | 
think | saw it as a way to 


: somehow get to show my : 
athleticism and also to : 
: get i perform in front : 
| people. Again, | was ak : 
Mns bit when | had : 
: magazine—I still have a 
was always under а hel- : 1 
: zines to this day that is 6 


ance, | showed off! | 


met—you know, with a 






· couldn't do it just as my- 


self, Shawn. 


How did you get started 
in the business? 


On graduation day 
everybody—as always— 
was asking me what | 


| still wanted to be a 
wrestler. | wrestled for my 
senior talent show, | went 
to the wrestling matches 
all the time, | had every 


stack of wrestling maga- 


feet high—so | just contin- 


a guy who 
e knew the 


im and 
im some more, 


salesman—you 


BENE | we would go from there. 


t: So, you went 


along with that plan? 


SHAWN: For the time be-‏ : ا 


4: ing. | went to опе semes- 
B ter at Southwest Texas 
B State University where | 
: was “supposed” to at- 









tend classes. As it turned : 
out, | didn't go much, but : 
| did learn all that party- : 
ing stuff. That's when Ani- ` 
mal House was big, and : 
| was your regular John : 


Belushi, running around 


with all my buddies. Му. 
dad bought me and a - 
high school friend of- 


mine a trailer so we ` 


didn't have to live on 


campus. We just went · 


hog wild and had fun! 
EDITOR:And then what 
happened next? 
SHAWN: Well, one night 
we were having a party 
at the trailer, and | went 
into the bathroom—! 
don't know how much of 
this you can use, but it's 
the truth. | grabbed my 
electric razor, purposely 


1 ты X 


started bleeding, then 
went after my buddies 
screaming, "l'm a wres- 


tler! I'm a wrestler!” | 
chased my best friend up : 
the street where he went : 


running up to a store, got 


gaffed my Heed with it, | 


on the phone with ту: 
mom and said, " You've : 
got to make him а: 
wrestler; he's going in- : 
sane!” After pummeling : 
my friend for a while, | 
grabbed the phone, and | 
my mom said, "You've : | 
gor to come home!" So | : 


à 


inished that semester, : | 
and then my dad and | : | 
. went back to that used : 
car salesman. My dad : 
told him, "You'd better : 


forget the school stuff be- : ۶)۳ 


. cause he's wasting ту : MI | 

money!” So then ће guy : ۳ 
introduced те to a: B | 
wrestler named Jose M 


Lothario. | started trainin 


bt er | 


when | was about 18. AF : ERE 


ter two months, Jose told : B 
me that | was ready. | : Œ 
mean, | had practiced : 
everything before: ___ 
we even started : Semm 
training! | knew : Ie 
what | was doing : 
long before | even : 
got into it. I'd al- ; ۲ 
ready been watch- = 
ing it for years, : EE 
was оБ-: 
sessed with it! | : 
had practiced on | 
that : 
| had in high: 
school! Jose most- : 
ly got me in shape | : 
; match, and | finally won : 
Е: my third one. After Mid- : 


and | 


every friend 


and taught me the 
finer points о 
wrestling. 


about your 
professional 
match. 


ума 


weeks after my 


nineteenth birthday, Jose : 


got me booked in a terri- 


Wrestling, which was be- : 

Bill Watts. Bill : 
first guy | ever : 
worked for. | worked for : 
: other a bit, and that's · 


ing run 
was the 


him for six months. | had 


EDITOR: Tell us | 
first : | 
· Marty. He turned me into a degenerate. 


Two : He was a crazy тап!” 


iix 


الو بجر RE ГОН‏ = 
с‏ ا ا 


lost—in Lake Charles, 


Louisiana, against a guy : 

went :‏ | من 
to a 15-minute time limit :‏ 
erate. He was a crazy‏ | 


named Art 


draw in my second 


my first match—which | : 
: maker. | never talked to 


Hi 








Pp X 

C. о, — " 
when | became a trouble- 
anybody before | met 


Marty. اھر یا‎ Не 
turned me into а degen- 


man! After wrestling 
there for three months, 


“I never talked to anybody before І met 


south, Bill got me booked : 
| in Kansas City with Bob : 
tory called Mid-South : Geigel. | was in Kansas : 
: City that | met Marty Jan- : 
netty and tag teamed : 
with him once. We got to : 
| ed me to come back 


hang around with each 


Jose and Chavo Guer- 
rero called me and told 
me that Southwest Cham- 
pionship Wrestling had 
turned into Texas All-Star 
Wrestling, and they want 


home and be the “home- 


Avril 19% 53 


So | 


started wrestling. 
From there, 
you found your way into 


Wrestling Alliance), 
where you worked for 
Verne 
the AWA that, along with 


Marty Jannetty, the Mid- : 
night Rockers were : 
formed. In the months : 

= : on it, | don't know, may- : 
| be it wasn't the relation- | 
: ship | thought it was, but : 
: nonetheless we меге. 
: close. We were all each | 
: оћег had. We lived in 
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town" boy. : 
went : 
back to San Antonio and : 


Sagne. || was in : 
| SHAWN: We were best : 
friends. | don't think you : 
could get any closer than : 





that followed, the Mid- : 
night Rockers became а: 
sensation, thus allowing : 
| you and Marty to make : 
: your first mark in the : 
: wrestling world. Tell me : 
the AWA (American : 
: about your relationship : 
: with Marty Jannetty out : 


about that time and 


side of the ring. 


we were. Looking bac 


1 


۱ 






the same area, we trav- : 
eled together, we were : 
with each other for practi- : 
cally 24 hours a day for : 
six years—and we had a : 
: vision. In time we got a 


blast! We were doing 


· something that we loved | 
ِ٘ a Federation and 


to do! We were rocking 


the house, we were hav- : 
| ing good matches, we | 
were learning and we : 
were having fun! We | 
| weren't making "huge" : 
: money, but we were mak : 
ing good money. | was : 
: ond day we were gone! 


driving a 300ZX, and we 


were partying and just : 
· the trenches again. We 


having a blast! 


` EDITOR: Next stop, the : 
: World Wrestling Federa- : 
| · Папсе, where we had to 
: live in Birmingham, Al- 
` abama. AGH! | lived іп 
: this underground, dark, 


: it before you and 
: were given а secon 
· chance by the World 
: Wrestling Federation? 

: SHAWN: One more 
: year. After Continental 
: we went back to the. 
· AWA, where we won the 
· Tag Team Title again. 
| Soon after that we got 
another call 
: World Wrestlin 
: tion asking us if we were 
| ready to be “good 
: boys." | was 23 years 
: old at the time. 





tion. How did that come 
about, Shawn? 

SHAWN: While we were 
in the AWA, we got a lot 
of exposure on cable tele- 


call from the World 


were asked to come in 
for a TV taping. The night 
of the taping—our first 
night in—we had a little 
fun at a nightclub, and 
the second day we got 
fired. [супа The sec- 


So it was back down to 


went down to the Conti- 
nental Wrestling Al- 


apartment and 


: drear 

| was MISERABLE! | felt as 
СІРІ had blown EVERY- 
: THING! 
| don't know how—it all 
: became my fault. It soon 
: became a HUGE story! 
· There were a lot of peo- 
: ple jealous of Marty and 
: me back then. 


Somehow—| 


. How long was 


arty 


from the 
Federa- 


After going 


: through the = 2 
| paying your dues, how 
| did 

: making it to the "big 


you adjust to finally 








leagues"? Was the transi- : || s 


tion difficult for you? 


ly th 


a 1 д мы D 
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5 bi lea ues! Marty : m eren У и | 
9 1609 mn 


and | were both around 
people whom we had : 2 | (ұ(( 
watched for years! It was 20 00 
like a dream come true! : ٣۳ 


We were among the : 


biggest names in wres- - XD ee 
ling. We were going to: 7 


New York City. 


e were: ЕЕ 
going to Los Angeles. | 


We were going to Chica- )١٠ 
o, AND we were per- 7, 


orming in front of huge | 


crowds of рыр Тһеп, 
on top of all that, there 


were still the pay-per- : | 


views! It was certainly 
everything we expected 
and more! And we were 
still having a good time! | 


think the Rockers had a · 
lot of influence on tag - 
team wrestling in gener- - 
al. We were the team, | : 
think, that pioneered the - 
way for a lot of tag : 
teams. We made people : 
look lazy. We made peo- : 
ре get off their butts and : 


ave to work a lot harder! 


EDITOR: 
the break-u 





success in your career 


came within the tag team : 
ranks, was there any - 
doubt in your mind that - 
Shawn Michaels could · 
make it in the World : 
Wrestling Federation as : 
an individual performer? : 
Any insecurities? What · 


mind at the time? 
broke in that what | want- 


est and be a world 


n time came : 

of the Rock- : | 
ers. Since the bulk of the : 08 
. Marty, we tagged one : 
time, and something was : 
just there. He knew it, : 
and | knew it. We were : 








away from each other for 


almost a ro before we : 
other again : 
and formed the Midnight : 


was going through your : Тһе tag team thing just happened. When 


saw eac 


Rockers. It was just some- : 
it was the : 
road that had to be trav- : 
eled. | think it had to hap- : 
pen before everything : 


that... 


UP AI 


else happened for me in 


singles. Again, at that : 
time the wrestling busi- : 
ness was dominated by : 
· something different, and | : 
3 : (Next month in part 
just something different. : We of “The Kid and 
| the 
· Michaels discusses such 
| topics as: the ladder 
: match that changed his 
: career; his personal rela- 
: tionship with Diesel; the 
· horror he faced іп Syra- 
: cuse, New York, and 
We had magic, Marty : 
and |. | enjoyed every : 
second of it, but there ` 
was never any doubt їп: 


don't know what. It was 


We just gelled together. 


SHAWN: No. | always ÎI met Marty, we tagged one time, and 

knew from the day that | : Ж 

| : something was just there." 

ed to do was be a sin- : 

pes superstar, be the : 
: thin 

champion—NO DOUBT! : 

The tag team thing just : 

happened. When | met : 


my mind that one day | 





L 


| would eventually go i 


myself and be successtu 
That was always my very 
first primary goal. 


Dream," Shawn 


how close he really did 
come to retirement; Vince 
McMahon; loyalty to the 
Federation; and what the 
future holds for him.) ۴۳ 


April 99$ 55 







|| mmediately following his savage actions on Mon- 
|| day Night Raw, fans and critics were already 
| | speculating as to when and IF VADER would ever 
| Й return to the World Wrestling Federation. 
However, within minutes of the carnage of interim 
President GORILLA MONSOON, one man felt he al- 
ready knew the answer to that question. “It's prepos- 
terous!" said JAMES E. CORNETTE'S attorney 
| CLARENCE MASON when | questioned him back- 
stage. “There is no doubt in anybody's mind 
that MR. VADER was provoked. He was 
backed into a corner by MR. MONSOON 
like а caged animal. | was clearly a case of 
self-defense. In my professional opinion, 
| MR. VADER will be reinstated in no time! If 
| not, MR. MONSOON can expect to be hit 7 
with a lawsuit!" The question now remains: | 
| Is MASON just talking trash, or will MR. 
| VADER be finding his way back into the 
| squared circle. My opinion? MR. VADER 
| WILL BE FINDING HIS WAY BACK INTO |“ 
|| THE SQUARED CIRCLEI... By the way, did | 
GORILLA MONSOON care to check ROW- 
DY RODDY PIPER’S resume before naming 
| him the acting Federation president in his 
absence? | just don’t see BILL CLINTON 





under the name of CACTUS JACK. If such is گا‎ 
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the case, this could explain his mutilated ear. You 


see, CACTUS JACK was known for having his ear 
severed in a horrifying barbed-wire match in 


Јарап!... Will JAKE "THE SNAKE" ROBERTS once 


again enroll in active fulltime World Wrestling Fed- 


eration duty? This insider says you can bet your 


python on itl... AHMED JOHNSON was rushed to 
the hospital following his Royal Rumble “kabong- 


® ing" courtesy of DOUBLE J JEFF JARRETT. Even 


though many of you saw AHMED leave the ring 
under his own power, he passed out in the locker 
room a few hours later. Doctors diagnosed him as 
having a concussion. Exclusive photos of the inci- 
dent can be seen in the premiere April issue of 


WORLD WRESTING FEDERATION RAW... Speak- 


ing of DOUBLE J JEFF JARRETT, | heard that there is 
one individual who is just BEGGIN’ to get his hands 
on him! And, wait until he reads DOUBLE J'S com- 
ments in next month's magazine!... The rumors were 
reality. The ULTIMATE WARRIOR was within a hair 
of signing on the dotted line to compete in this year's 
Royal Rumble. At the wire, things just didn't pan out 
for ће two sides—BUT—don't kill the deal yet! Re- 
member—as they say—ANYTHING can happen in 
the World Wrestling Federation... As of press time, 
GOLDUST and MARLENA were contemplating 
whether or not to attend the Academy Awards. In 
the past, GOLDUST has snubbed them, stating, “I'm 
not an actor; l'm a movie star!”—My Favorite Year 
1982.... Until next time... WF 


beating NEWT GINGRICH over | ||| || 
with а coconut!... Rumor has it that newcom- SD ا‎ 
er MANKIND may have formerly wrested |" ٢٣٢٢٢٢٠٣ 
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[ШШШ already been bodyslammed in cyberspaco...Then lace up them boots! 


Ihe 
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Take your own private tour of World | In-depth previews and reviews ог Purchase exclusive World Wrestling 
Wrestling Federation headquarters all the latest World Wrestling | | Federation merchandise with the 
located in Stamford, Connecticut! | Federation television shows! | touch of a button. 


main Screen 












uditorium rap sessions with From the main screen you can | | Download photos, listen to audio 
superstars 4 the World access any of these great features | | clips, watch full-motion video clips 
Wrestling Federation. that the Federation site has to offer! | and much, much more! 


beyond Шы pages 


Complete bios, pictures and statistics |” An open chat forum for the fans | 
| of all the great World Wrestling to discuss current World Wrestling 
Federation superstars. | Federation күмер 







An inside look at the latest issue of | 
| World Wrestling Federation Magazine—| 
| before it comes out! 
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The Bad Guy 
With The 
Big Hea 


PHOTOS ВУ STEVE. KAGAN 





Razor Takes on the 
Real Champions. 


ап a recent episode ог the 

"Jerry Springer Show,” Razor 

Ramon: answered) the, bell 
when he surprised loyal sup- 
porter and big-time fan Tyler. before 
а nationally televised audience; How- 
ever, to the Bad Guy, Tyler was.more 
of-a hero. to him. than he could ever 
be to the courageous boy. 
















151 


Tyler is. НІМ: 
positive due to'a tainted blood 
transfusion. He knows. what it is, to 
fight; and according to the Bad Guy, 
he: is; truly.the “real champion’, 
Along with. friend. Hydeia, also a chilc 
who tested HIV-positive, Razor had 
these words to say:, “These guys have 
to fight every, single day of the year, | 
‘know һа I’m: on the,road over 300 
times, a year, and sometimes 1 feel bad, 
but these guys ‘are fighting; the rea 
E f fight!" Following: those words, .Razor 
с ۲ہو‎ 4 handed over his Intercontinental Belt tc 
ата! TIN | Tyler: and ‘said, "This: is the Intercont; 
'nental Belt.: Рие. had it four times—I1 
get ‘another опе. You just make sure 
that you share this with Hydeia, 
“lidont need these cameras to be 
here," Razor went оп: to tell the teary 
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A in the World Wrestling: 0 Y‏ وی 
нон we. do things like this: every day: That's what”.‏ 
we're -all about—rmaking little kids Smile With /‏ 
that, Razer turned to the two. spirited children. |‏ 
and said, “I want: both Hydeia and Tyler: 60 ;‏ 
know—and 1.think that they already: dot that.:‏ 
‘where F come. fròom/it aint how. many: times уап!‏ 
ga down; it's how manyitimes: you get. ир! You |‏ 
ال ain't. beat until you. quit! If you dott decis‏ 
never lose! EK батпа»:‏ 
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r4 yore bapes? that. both Hydeia. 17 

тег ой іт NUM (еденге: ХИ as; 

his Spec ігі guests: ‘Agconding td the Вай; 

|' Buy. he’s’ prepared tb' do 2 in 'oFder! . 

j to ‘show? his, tuvo (new friends و‎ good 

I time. Planes, oes. ات‎ е t hotels; | 
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"| جا و وی کہ МУ‏ 


DEAR JERRY “THe DANNY снорааск TIED 
KING” LAWLER, KRONSTADT P. Алу MY 
FAIRFIELD, С of PACK! o 

اس ڑم 
WHAT Ж ЕСЕПТІ HIM TOO‏ 


DO YOU THINK 
YOU WILL EVER 


| WRESTLE Ex аы WHO 
нян p» et Pa FRAT WOULD WOULD STARCH 
MATCH کرت‎ COULD BEAT THEN? 


HIM WITH ONE 














Dear British Bulldog,‏ 2 >< وہہ 
E | I think your little change in attitude has been wonderful! Now that you are‏ 
finally on the right path, do you think you will challenge Shawn,Michaels,‏ | € 
E = | since he was the one who cost you ће Royal Rumble in 19957‏ 
John Slater, Bridgeport, CT‏ 
cele | C —Á , It's nice to see at least one т»‏ 
you has a brain out there! ___‏ | 
Challenge Shawn Michaels? 1 /‏ | 
challenge him every day of the "‏ | 
week! It appears that the‏ | 
Concussion Kid doesn't want any‏ | 
part of this Big Dog! You know а‏ | 
ее”.‏ سے vium: TER YE 9 NEL шө uv W ПТИЦ | what?—I DON'T ы‏ " 
E i an Е MESES i PL ШИ) елини "ey‏ 
| وس m m 35 IBLE broio P E‏ 










mmm са mh 
ة<۔۔۔‎ E 4 > f ж Та il 1! ا‎ 
pr li ТО DUMP | Li Ш 0 ЈЕ 
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ШҮН BT [ 0 


ӘМ ам DRAI ANG t, 





Cathy Armstrong, Malden, MA E Ө 





Now, that’s a fine question. Naga is a lot of 
things. It’s part minerals, part на part 
stale fixin’s and whatever BV ЯҒ 
80803829 7 
didn’t feel like eatin’ for dinner! Would you 


like to try some, Cathy? 
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p" Dear Bret, 
p — Outside of the ring how do 
you like to dress? Is there a 
particular store in which 
you like to shop? 


ES 1 Dear Carol, 
| like to dress real casual. | 
don't like to feel too restrict- 
ed or confined. l've always 
been a jeans and T-shirt 
kind of guy. | know that's 
not how champions are 
ШО», supposed to dress, but | 
` аопт really care. That's 
| A how Neil Young and Ed- 
771 die Vetter dress, so 
that's how | dress. As 
far as where | shop? 





You know, it’s 

\ ЈР funny, but | 
~~ have a lot 

ИЕ of trouble 


finding sizes 
that fit me. I'm 
not a giant by 
any means, but | 
still have problems 
finding things that fit. 
| find That Abercrom- 
bies usually has some 
decent size clothing. I'm 
usually able to walk off 
with some stuff from there. 


Dear Bret, 

What is going to be your 
strategy in the ring when 
ou meet the Heartbreak 
Kid Shawn Michaels? 
William Carlise 

Seattle, WA 

Dear William, 

Shawn Michaels is a 


quy who's quite mo- 
| bile. He's got a lot of 








zip. He's a great wrestler, 
but from an impact stand- 
point, | feel that | can 
pound him down and slow 
his wheels a little. He does 
a lot of really "fancy" stuff, 
but some of that fancy 
wrestling Shawn does 
doesn't necessarily win 
еш matches. What | do is 

igh-impact—hard, gritty, 
technical wrestling that will 
knock your socks off if 
you re not prepared for it. | 
think that Shawn and | are 
very close to being equal 
when it comes down to en- 
durance and speed, but 
when we both start dishing 
out our heavy artillery, he's 
going to lose! 


Dear Bret, 

Do you ever help your kids 
with their homework? 
Susan Lee 

Denver, CO 


(бат aug m 
try. I'm pretty good at En- 
alish ie Эа Studies, 
so | can give my kids some 
help there. Of course, l'm 
always quick to draw them 
stuff whenever they need 
any help with their art. 


that drawin g will not only 
nized in this magazin 


WIN نے و ور و تو‎ И Oh OATS 


graphed picture of the Hit Mc 
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Hi, wrestling fans! This is Dallas “Sticks” 
Hart coming at you once again. Yeah, you 
guessed it. I got the drums I wanted for 
Christmas. In our house, *silence is not 
golden” anymore. Speaking of gold, this 
month I want to take а look back at 
the golden moments of past 
WrestleManias, more specifi- 
cally at the WrestleManias 
that I attended. 

My first WrestleMania 
was WrestleMania IV in 
Atlantic City, New Jer- 
sey, at Trump Plaza. I 
was 4 years old, and 
this was my first trip 
for two reasons. First of 
all, it was the first time 
I was away from my 
mom. Secondly, it was 
the first time that I was 
alone with my dad on 
& trip. I remember how 
amazed I was when I saw a 
“moving sidewalk" at the airport. 
The trip was going smoothly until I 
accidentally locked myself in our hotel bath- 
room. It took Dad two hours to coax me to 
turn the lock the other way. 

I met some interesting people at Wrestle- 
Mania IV. There were celebrities such as 
Gladys Knight, Vanna White, Bob Uecker 
and Ivana and Donald Trump. I asked my 
dad if I could take a picture with “the letter 
turner girl.” I still have that picture up on 
our bulletin board of celebrity photos. The 
most interesting wrestler that I met that 


















night was Andre the Giant. He shook my 
hand, and I couldn’t help thinking that his 
hand was just as big as my dad’s baseball 
glove at home in Canada. 

Of course, the most memorable thing 
about WrestleMania IV was my dad’s 
match. He was in the battle roy- 
al. The winner was to receive 
prize money and a 7-foot tro- 
phy. It came down to Bad 
News Brown, Junk Yard 
Dog and my dad. Dad and 
News teamed up on JYD. 
It seemed as if they 

were going to share the 
prize money when all 
of a sudden News drop- 
kicked my dad when 
Dad wasn’t looking. 
News won the match. 
I was really glad when 
I saw Dad jump back 
into the ring and smash 
the huge trophy to bits. 
Although I went on quite a 
few trips after WrestleMania IV, I 
didn’t go to another WrestleMania until 
WrestleMania VII in Los Angeles, California, 
at the Sports Arena. This time my dad 
took our whole family. He even took Gram- 
my, Grampy, Aunt Georgia, Aunt Sandy and 
my cousin Bronwyne. 

Jade, Bronwyne and I were reminiscing 
about this trip, апа we all had а different 
story. ГП always remember the cool time | 
we had at Disneyland. Dad’s friend Mitch 
Ackerman is the vice president of Disney 








TV, and he gave us VIP passes апа a per- 
sonal tour guide. We didn’t have to wait in 
line for the rides. We agreed that our fa- 
vorite ride was Splash Mountain. Jade re- 
called our tour of Universal Studios. Our 
tour guide said King Kong pulls the pony- 
tails of little girls, and to Jade’s horror, she 
was sporting a ponytail that day. At Univer- 
sal Studios I was scared when Jaws’ giant 
mouth came gnashing out of the water 
at us. Bronwyne remembered looking out of 
the window of our hotel and seeing a home- 
less person with a shopping cart. He was 
making a bed out of a garbage bag on the 
sidewalk. When she woke up the next morn- 
ing, she ran to the window and saw that 
the homeless person was gone. Jade was 7 
years old, and Bronwyne and I were 6. Ata 
young age we all became aware of how 
lucky we were to have homes. 

Like all of the WrestleManias, Wrestle- 
Mania VII had its share of famous people. 
We had our picture taken with all of them. 
There was Henry “The Fonz” Winkler from 
“Happy Days” fame. Aunt Sandy was espe- 
cially thrilled to get her picture taken with 
Willie Nelson. Jade, Bronwyne and I were 
psyched to see Macaulay Culkin there. 

It was a Federation Tag Team Title de- 
fense for Dad and Uncle Jim that night. 


| They Me ا ا‎ 2 The last time 


n.” mat h-up. | ДЕ ye аи does win, it worries me 


Indianapolis to be such a cool city, but it 
was. In the airport at Indianapolis there 
was an Indy 500 racing car on display. My 
dad is a war buff, and later he took us to 
see the war monument in downtown Indi- 
anapolis. It was huge. Across from our hotel 
was an old train station that had been con- 
verted into a mall. Dad and Mom always 
make sure we explore the traditions and the 
history of any place we visit. 

At the Hoosier Dome we didn’t get to min- 
gle too much because Blade was sick. I did 
manage to grab a glimpse of Reba McEntire 
as she went back into her limo. We sat in 
the Sky Suite and had to watch the matches 
on the monitor because the ring was so far 
away. One perk was that we had our own 
waitress with free popcorn and pop. 

Dad was fighting Rowdy Roddy Piper for 
Roddy’s Intercontinental Belt. It was a 
grueling match, and I was concerned when I 
saw blood coming from my dad’s nose. 
Things got so tough that Roddy was going 
to hit Dad with the timekeeper’s bell. Fortu- 
nately, Roddy couldn’t do it because he re- 
spects my dad too much. Dad won the belt 
that night and many belts since. 

WrestleMania ХП will be held in Anaheim, 
California, at the Arrowhead Pond. Here my 
dad (that’s after he beats Diesel at In Your 
House, of couse) either takes on Uncle Owen 
or Shawn Michaels. It all depends on the 
مو موہ‎ of their February In Your House 
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ARTIST HOWARD M. COLBERT 


A WRITER VINCE RUSSO سیت‎ 
^ تم‎ SUPERHERO 






HIT THE 
ROAD, YOU 
BIG DUMMY! 
IT’S SHARP- 
SHOOTER 
Time! 


- | ^ тнекею, P 
| ww eger THERE АҚСУ? 
| г WAS, ВЕСТ |W. ~ 2 
C'MON, SCOOP, YOU У И THERE EVER M 216 
DON'T WANT TOBE | f мш. BE? 7 
LATE FOR OUR РАТЕ! / RIGHT!! 


IT UP, 
\SLIMEBALL! 


REMEMBER: WHAT 
SUNNY WANTS, 
SUNNY GETS! 
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|| BIG Guy! X 
|| — | 


|| | THIS MONTH'S SECRET SUPERSTAR IS: ALDO MONTOYA 
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